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2 TER all that has ba addreſſed 16 
= young perſons of both ſexes, on the im- 
portant futjetts of religion and ' godlineſs , by the 
ableſt Writer's of the preſent or former ages, it 
is too evigent, that the riſing generation ftands 
in need of FA renewed admonition. This the 

author has here attempted to give, with Plain 
| neſs, 1 incerity and affettion. 


Tt is awful to think what pains « are 4 "ts 
and what books publiſhed, to debauch young 
people. in their manners, inflame their bead- 

ftrong paſſions, and prejudice their minds againſt 
that wabich is good. In the mean time methinks 
the endeavours. of tboſe - who. would exert a 
friendly hand to ſnatch them from infamy and 

ruin, ſhould not be haſtily e or "op 


. ee, 


x { ; . 
. : . 
4 5 f 
en AY Pg, £08 * e e - — a 8 = * 2 — a . 
CC ²˙—«Ü! nn 


vet 


ATED 


The contagion of corrupt examples is poterſul 


and pernicious. The temptations of this pro- 
fligate age are both ferom and very numerous. 
The malice, cunning and deceit of the grand, 


enemy of mankind, are great indeed. And 
above all, the paſſions of young perſons are vio- 
ent and impetuous. So that whoever ſeriouſly 


and attentively confiders the dangers to which | 


our children, and other young perſons are every 
where exp ofed, ue oe: more or i 2 Ne 
with the view. 


7 hail not , detain you from obs 15 NY 


ifelf, but take my leave of you, reader, in the 


proſpect of that great day, when I muſt be ac- © 


countable for what I have wrote, and you for 


what you have read in this addreſs. For we 


muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat 
of Chriſt, to give an account of the deeds 


done in the body. F a bleſſing ſhall attend 
this attempt, to the ſpiritual and eternal benefit 


| of but one ſoul, it is enough, whatever cenſures 
may be caſt upon it by a criticiſing world. The 


Great Searcher of hearts knows the deſign of 


this undertaking, and it is pum bly laid at his 


7 5 feet, 


— 


qv 


fo, who alone. can make it ſucceſs Ful. IF am 
conſcious of many defects in it. Perhaps the © 
candid will admit as ſome excuſe for theſe, the 
many weighty. concerns which lie on my hands, 
and. the continued affliions with which it has 
pleaſed the Lord to exerciſe me.* While the 
Den is in my hand, death and eternity are before 
my eyes. - The -yourhs who are or have been 
under my care, as a maſter, thoſe with whom I 


have to do in the public exerciſe of my miniſtry, © 


and eſpecially my own dear children, may look. 
on theſe hints as the advice of a dying friend, 


who is moſt tenderly and affeFionately ſolicitous. | 


for th eir #9 gent and everlajmg welfare. i 


7 445 fire to be thankful for the favourable 
reception the firſt and ſecond editions have met 
with, from. the public. Tam under particular 
obligations to many reſpe#able perſons, of various 


denominations, who have purchaſed coufiderable | 


numbers to give away; and ta thoſe Tutors 
and Governeſſes, who have adopted it in their 
: A 7 Sebools. 


* Hac ſeripſi non otii abundantia, ſed amoris erga te. 


85 Orortet theologum concionantem mori. 5 
TUI. 
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School. 7 have . and enlarged it in 
ſome places, and ſubjoined, at the foot of the | 
page, ſome of the beſt ſentiments of the ancient. | 
Heathens ; not with the air of a pedant ; but 
with @ view to the farther improvement of ſuch / 
youths as are reading the Claſſics.. Thoſe who - 
ebuſe to fee the, ſentiments of the Monthly Re- 
viewers on this work, and the kind recommendar 
tions of the Superintendents of the Goſpel M 
gazme, may conſult their publi cations. ad 
March, 1779. I have endeavoured to make 
the book as cheap as could poſſibly be afforded ; 
and as 1 never attempted any thing in which my. . 
own beart was more warmly engaged, foall T 
wiſh is, that it my af the de aa end. 
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exrley-Hall, near Halifax 
I 1 8 14, 1786. * 
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8 1 am particularly eee a you, 0 
my dear young friends, may be im- 


1 with what I have to lay before you, 


I addreſs myſelf directly to you. Tour- 


1 and everlaſting happineſs are con- 


cerned. Jt is not a vain thing, it is your 
Life, of which we ſpeak. May the Divine 
Spirit powerfully apply what you read, to 


your hearts, that you may be: informed into 
the Worth of your ſouls, their danger and 


their remedy. You muſt, upon reflection, 


own, that theſe are matters of the higheſt 


with you, to ſpend your days in this world. 
like rational beings, to have the trueſt en- 
joyment of yourſelves, and of all the bleſ-. 


ſings of providence. while here, and to : 
vear an eternal crown of glory, and inherit. 


concern. Is it a matter of importance 
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the kingdom prepared for God's ſaints here- 


* Theſe are he obj * DOPE vou. 


1 hope and truſt, the bleſſed God hath: 
purpoſes of love and mercy to, ſerve upon 
you ; as ſuch, he has appointed the means 
to beufed foryour converſion and ſalvation... 
And who can tell, but in infinite condeſcen- 


fron, he may bleſs the reading of theſe 


pages, for the promoting of theſe deſirable 
ends] By his appointment, the walls of . 


Jericho fell down at the ſound of rams“ 


horns; and the Midianites were overesme, 


not by might nor by power, but by lighted : 
lamps and earthen pitchers. . It is the i 


pleaſure of the Father of mercies to ac- 


compliſn the greateſt deſigns by the 


weakeſt means. May he graciouſly vouch- - 


fafe to accompany theſe cautions and coun- 
ſels with his bleſſing: for what he bleſſeti 
is blefſed indeed. Excuſe the plainneſs of 
ſpeech that is here adopted with deſign, that 


the youngeſt reader may be capable of com- 
prehending the author's meaning. Were 


the e a fable or romance, a flow of 5 | 


w, 


/ 


C: ix 4 
| pompous words might by neceſſary to var- 
'niſh- and. decorate it. But here the matter 


is ſerious.” Death, judgment and eternity _ 
ſolemnize the theme. Yet be affured, my 


dear youths, nothing is here faid with a ri- 
gorous or unkind intention. I write not 
2 things to grieve or ſhame you;; but as 
ny 2 7 e 1 Cor, iv. 14. 
As you love your | rt ſouls, and 
as you value your everlaſting hopes, I en- 


treat you not to be afraid of the religion 
of Jeſus, as ſomething burdenſome. Ter 
it not be conſidered as a PLETE of vexatious 
ſlavery, or an irkſome taſk. You have, it 


may. be, been accuſtomed to conſider it in 
a gloomy light; and as ſuch, were dif- 
- couraged from attending to it. You have 
regarded it as obliging you to part with 
every preſent enjoyment, for auſterities and 
mortifications as forbidding as the hermit's 


dreary cell, or the Mraelitè's humiliating 
ſackcloth. But, you quite miſtake the caſe. _ 


Can it be imagined that the all gracious 
God, ever intended religion to leſſen our 
| A 


** 


happineſs, e even in this world *—That he 


would leaye to the ungodly enjoyments * 
perior to what his children poſſeſs ? It 


cannot be. In the Way of righteouſneſs is 


liſe, and in the path way thereof there is no © 
_ @eath. Gedlinefs bath tbe. promiſe of . the i Ye.” be 


that now is, as well as that which is to come. 
Its bleſſings are ſubſtantial, and its. fruits 


Joy and peace. In keeping God's cmmand- 


ments there is great reward, The practice 
of true religion has a natural tendency to. 
make us calm, eaſy and happy. The yoke” ; 


of Chriſt 1 isnot galling, but healing ; ;z and 
the more we bear it, the AE and W 


ſanter i it is. 
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| The 1 chriſtian often feels within 

A ſpring of conſolation from above, 

And ſecret cordials which repair his ſtrength, 
Raiſe and uphold him in the way to bliſs, 
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cor. xi. 3 


"She NOW thy Creator in the dos f thy i 


Dourb. 


gion. He enforces his advice by the con- 


ſideration of the calamities of old age, and 
the certain approach of death. King Solomon 
in his writings, diſcovers a great regard for 


young people. He addreſſes them repeat- 
edly, and that with fatherly affection and 
tenderneſs. And as forgetfulneſs of God is 


the root of irreligion and profaneneſs, he 
ſolemnly charges thern +0” vowels ihe. 


Creator. The ſad degeneracy which has 


overſpread the whole human race, has ren- 
dered forgetfulneſs of God a common diſtem- 
e per 


SEE: e is here advancing | 
towards the cloſe of his ſermon, on 
the vanity of earthly pleaſures and enjoy- - 
ments, by addrefling himſelf to the youths 
in his audience, and preſſing upon them 
the neceſſity of an early attendance to reli- 


T4 12 ) 


per of the mind. So that chere is as much 


need to enforce this exhortation on young 


minds now, as there was in Solomon's days. 


And tho” they are ſolicited by a thouſand 
gay vanities to diſregard it, yet let us not 


deſpair of ſucceſs ; ſince God has given us 


the fulleſt aſſurance that his word ſhall not 
return unto him void. TFonathan's bow re- 
turned not empty. 7. be weapons of our war- 
Fare are not carnal, but mighty. tbro God. 


In the text, the duty enjoined 1 is expreſſed. 


by the term remember, the object to be re- 


membered 1s our Creator, the. perſons par- 


ticularly called to remember him are he 
young, and the time ſpecified i is 20W, in the 
days of youth. The method I deſign to 


purſue is as follows : 
I. To conſider what the young ſhould 


remember of the Creator. 
II. Whatis impliedi in remembering him. 


III. The ſeaſon when young perſons 


ſhould remember him; NOW. 
IV. The advantages attending a an early 


remembrance of our Creator. 
V. To addreſs myſelf to perſons of dif- 


ferent ages and characters. 


CHAP. 


— 5 


„ 


5 CHAP. I 


n pat the Y oung ſhould remember of their 
Creator, 
SECT. FE 


1. Remember that your Creator is an omniſ 
cient, a holy, juſt and powerful Being. 
Emember that all things in heaven, earth 


| R and hell are known to him, whether paſt, 
preſent, or future. That nothing can con- 


ceal you from his diſcerning eye. Ie is not 


far from every one of us; for in bim we live, 
and move and have our being. (a) His eye 
is upon us tho' we are forgetful of him. 
Fs anderſtending is not limited like ours, 
but 7fite. (b) He comprehends at one 
view, the whole compaſs of nature. He 
ſcarcheth, not only the actions of men, but 
all their hearts, and underſeaudeth all the 
imaginations of their thoughts. (c) Hell it- 
T B E 


| „ 14, ) 

1 ſelf is naked before him, all the deſigns form- 

c d there are perfectly known, and deſtruction 

1 to his diſcerning eye, hath 19 covering. 

| Remember this, my dear young reader, and 

| know thou it fer thy good. A juſt ſenſe 

| of God's omniſcience, would be no ſmall 
reſtraint on my youthful 8 wy 


Remember your Creator is a God of 
ſpotleſs purity and holineſs. Never forget 
that property of the Divine Being, which 
ſhines ſo conſpicuous thro' all his works; of 
creation, providence and grace. Tis this 
vehich aſtoniſhes and charms the celeſtial 
ſpirits above. J vi. 3. One cried unto ano- 
ther ſaying, Holy, Helv, Holy, is the Lord God 
of Hoſts, the <obole earth is full of the majefty 
of thy glory. The heavens themſfclves are 
{aid, in a comparative ſenſe, not to be clean 
in his fight. So glorious is your Creator in 
Holineſos, and ſo fearful in praiſes, And be 
pleaſed to obſerve, that ignorance of this 
great truth 1s the root of many fatal errors, 
For want of knowing the purity and holi- 
neſs of God, ſinners make light of fin ;— 
| hence 


„ 
hence they go about to eſtabliſh their own 
richteouſnels, as the apoſtle ſhews us, Rom. 
* I; 2a Þ Theſe being ronerant of God's 
righteouſneſs, end going about to eſtabliſh toeir 
OWN righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted- thein- 
[elves unto the righteonfieſs of God, Hence 
likewiſe they ſee not their need of that 
holineſs without which no man ſhall fee the 
Lord, Tb. xii. 4. | 


Remeniber that) Hur Creator is the Al. 
mighty God, whoſe power is uncontroul- 
able. None can fy his hand, or ſay to him, 
What duſt the? He has the whole world 
of angels and men at his diſpoſal. Job 
ſays to his Creator, I knew thet thou cant 
do every thing, Cb. xlii. 2. A due ſenſe of 
this, would ſerve to convince you, chat 
ſince he is God all ſutiicient, he only is 
able to render you truly happy, or make 
you miſerable for ever. He only has power 
to ſave or to deſtroy, A weighty reaſon 
wh you ſhould fear him, truſt him, and 
love him above all, and take up your reſt 
and happmeſs in him alone; why you 

| Fx | ſhould 
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E 
ſhould not for/ake the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and hew to yourſelves broken 8 
Wh; > cen hold no ater. 


Remember that your Creator is good, 
gracious and merciful, His goodneſs and 
mercy are infinite. He delighteth in mercy. 


As a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. He is geed to all, 


and his tender mercies are over all his works. 


You have lived on his bounty, and experi- 


enced his goodneſs, ever ſince you had a 
being. His kind and munificent hand 


gives you all things richly to enjoy. 1 Tim. 
vi. 17. The eyes of all wait upon Bim, and 
be giveth them their meat in due Helen. He 


feeds and cloaths you, and has done it all 


your {fe long unto this day. Gen. xxviii. 20. 


and xlviii. 15, Every thing proclaims to 


us the goodneſs of God. There 1s not a 
ſtar in che firmament, not a drop of water 
in the ocean, not a ſingle production upon 


the earth, not a plant in our gardens, not a 


period in our lives, but what proclaims to 
us the goodlneſs of God. O remember the 
Lord, 


— 


„ 
Lord, for be is good, and his mercy endure!h 
for ever. | ; 


SECT, 


2. Remember that he is the author and up- 5 
bolder of your being. 


LIE is thy CREATOR: The author and 

upholder of all. Here the wiſe man 
ſets before you the open book of creation, in 
which even children and youths may learn 
to ſpell the name of the great JEHOVAH, 
and be taught to reference and adore the 
Former of all things. When we behold a 
magnificent edifice, we are naturally led to 
conſider the {kill and ability of the maſter 


builder. Now he that built all things is God. 


(a) I have made. the earth, and created man 
upon it ; I, even my hands have ſtretched out 
the heavens, and all their hoſt have I com- 
manded. (b) And again, Thus ſaith the Lord 
that created the heavens, God bimſelf that 
formed the earth and made it; he hath efta- 
89 „ 


(a) Heb. . 4. {DJ Ifai. xly. 12. 
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 8/iſhed it. Nor ſhould you barely conſider 
the Divine Being as the Creator of all in 
general, but of yourſelves in particular. 
The former idea may ſerve to raiſe in the 
mind a reverential ſenſe of his majeſty ; 
but when I contemplate him as π Creator. 
in particular, I am naturally reminded of 
the obligations I He under, to fear, honour 


and obey him, who is the giver of my life, 
and of all that I enjoy. 


Remember, dearly beovelt. it was he 
that moulded and compoſed your vigorous 
bodily organs, that they might be employed 
for him. It was he that formed your ears 
to hear his word, your eyes to ſee his works, 

your tongue to ſpeak his praiſe, your hands 
to be employed in doing his will, and your 
Feet to run in the way of his commands. 


And who but he that made you hath 
power or will to ſuſtain you? David very 
juſtly ſtiles the Divine Being, tbe God of his 
_ bife:* not only as he gave that life, but as 

| he 
* pl. xlii, 8, 


{ 2 


he maintained and ſupported i it. In his hand 


is the foul of every living thing, and the breath 
of all mankind. In bim we live, move, and 
Have our being; we are every moment up- 
held by his powerful and beneficent hand. 
Why ſhould we not remember him who- ſo 
| conſtantly remembers us? 


nc.  - 


3. Remember that your Creator has a ſovereign 
right to, and propriety in you. 


E is the juſt proprietor and diſpoſer 

of your beings, your ſouls and your 
bodies. He that made you has a right to 
you. Ye are not your own, but the Lord's. 
As you were made by him, ſo you are made 
for him. Ye owe your being and preſerva- 
tion to him, your life is dependent upon 
him, and therefore ought to be devoted to 
him. It is his due. He only has a right 
to make that tender demand, My jon give 


me thine heart.“ He has a moſt Juſt and 
. reaſonable 


* Prov, xxii. 26. 
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| (e 
| - reaſonable ch to you; your perſons; your | 
|| lives; your time; yea the whole of it, and 
[| _. conſequently your youthful time. Dare not 
| | to diſhonour him, by neglecting to employ 

| the flower and prime of life in his ſervice. 
yt Will you ſteal away the ſacrifice from the 
| altar of the true-and living God, and offer | 
e devils ?. God forbid. 
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SECT. W. 


ii 4. Remember the wonders your Maker bath 
10 done, in Creation, Providence, aud Re 


| . 

[| » N Creation. The works of the Lord are 

| 4 great, ſought out of them that haue 
q pleaſure therein. It is criminal not to conſi- 
der the works of the-Lord, and to be inat- 


— 


mn tentive to the operations of bis hands.“ The 
| univerſe is a mighty and majeſtic volume, 
thrown open to the view of all, The hea- - 
vens declare God's glory, and the firmament 
fhuweth his-handy-work, day unto day uttereth. 
TY ſpeech 
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ei . 


PITT 
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Jpe ech, and might unto night ſheweth know- 
ledge. There is no ſpeech nor language where 


their voice is not heard. 


"FP ce Pen F lodvobriste of mortal crea 
tures excite our wonder, how much more 

ſhould the ſtu pendous works of our adora- - 
ble Creator! He is wonderful in counfel, and 
excellent in working, All his works are 
perfect. The more attentively they are 

viewed, the more they are admired. His 
eternal power and God-head are clearly ſeen in 

oreation 8 Slaſs. 


ks Providence: He worketh all things 
after the counſel of his own will, He mani- 
feſts his wiſdom, power and goodneſs in 
ſupporting, reſtraining, limiting, protect- 
ing, puniſhing and rewarding his creatures 
as the neceſſity requires. God's.works of 
providence are all moſt holy; for tbe Lord 
zs righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, —Wiſe and judicious, full of deep 
counſel and diſcretion :* the wheels are full 
af a eme : 29 An kings reign, and 
princes 
* Non cæco impetu volvuntur rotæ. | 


diſpoſal of providence. Yet providence 


33 
princes decree juſtice. Deep and: profound: 
There is a wheel in the middle of the wheel. — 
Powerful: he will work and who ſhall let il. 
— Univerſal; from the higheſt archangel 
to the meaneſt ſparrow, worm or fly ; all 
are under the government, guidance, and . 


hath particular reſpect to the ſuints. A 
rings are fer their ſakes, and vor x te gelber 
for their good, The hairs of the ir beats are 
numbered ; they are kept as the apple of Gods 
eye, and hid under the ſhadw of his WINGS. 
Chriſt Jeſus is the bead over all things to the. 
church. The church is his fpecial charge 
and care; he rules the world for the good 
of his church, as a head, conſulting perpe- 
tually the welfare of the body, In this 
ſenſe he is the Saviour of all men, but ęſpe- 
cially of them that believe. 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
3. Remember what your Creator has 
done in the redemption of loſt ſinners by 
Chaſ, + - 
By whatwonderful ſteps of condeſtenſion 


and love, were apoſtate creatures recovered 


to 
For human weal, heav'n huſbands all events. VOVS G. 


1 

to their God ! The awful vengeance of the 
divine Majeſty is removed from us, by the 
interpoſing Saviour. Ye are baught with A 
price. Je are redecmed' from your vain con- 
©er/ation, not by ſilver or gold, or any cor- 
ruptible thing, but by the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, as of a Lamb qwithout blemiſh or ſpot. 
He has made an end of fin, and taken away 
that weight of wrath which would other- 
wiſe have overwhelmed us for ever. He 
gave, — not an arch-angel not a world to 
redeem us; but he gave HIMSELF, his 
own precious life. O wonder of wonders!* 
What are all myſteries and miracles, ſigns 
and prodigies compared with this! Many 
wonders were wrought for the confirma- 
tion of the goſpel, and many glorious and 
terrible ſigns ſhall appear at the end of the 
world ; but they all diſappear before the 
wonders of the crois. This object eclipſes 
all; this light outſhines and overpowers 
every other luminary. I find nothing great 
beſides, when I have filled my imagination 
with the grandeur of this ſubject. 
= Form 
* Not to be thought on but with tides of joy, 

Not to be mention'd but with ſhouts of praile, 


( 24 ) 

Form to ycurſelves, my dear youths, an 
idea of the greatneſs of Chriſt's ſacrifice. 
Go learn it in heaven. Behold the glory of 
the divine Jeſus ! His eternal power and 
godbead. Approach to his awful throne. 
See thoſe thouſands that ſerve him; and 
thoſe ten thouſands that boy before him.“ His 
ſmile is heaven. His favour is life. His 
frown 1s deſtruction. He ls heaven and 
earth with the Majefty of his glory, All the 
bright angels, principalities and powers 
above adore him; and all the blaſpheming 
devils in hell beneath, tremble at his pre- 
ſence. & Yet, wonder, O heavens ! be aſto- 
niſned, O earth! this is he who died for 
our fins, who gave his life a ranſom for our 
ſouls. This is a myſtery which God alone 
could reveal, becauſe he alone was able to 
form and to execute the project. That the 
ſon of God ſhould ſtoop to become incar- 
nate; that he whom the heavens, and hea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain, ſhould lie 
hid in the womb of a virgin; that he who 
vindeth the deep in fwadling-bands, ſhould 
himſelf. 


* Dan. vii. 19. 
$ Chriftusct cxlum non patiuntur hyperbolem.-LuTu. 


— 


(-25') 
himſelf be wrapped in /waddling-cloaths and 
laid in a manger ; this is aſtoniſhing indeed, 

beyond all that language can expreſs, or | 
thought conceive. In remembering your 
Creator, methinks, above all you ſhould 
remember this, with-never-ceaſing wonder 
and ſurprize. And, O that you may not 
only aſſent to it as a matter of fact; but 
have faith to receive it as the medicine of 
life! The ancient of days becomes the vir- 
gin's child. He who is over all, God bleſſed 

for evermore, becomes a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. The High and Lofty 
One condeſcends to bear the load of hu- 
man guilt, and to be made a curſe that we 
might inherit a bleſſing, to die that we 
might live for ever! | 


Noa this method of redemption, com- 
ports with the adorable perſections of the 
Deity, and is aſtoniſningly adapted to diſ- 
play the divine glory, at the ſame time that 
it redreſſes the miſery of fallen man. It 
recommends itſelf to the enlizhtened ſoul, 
by every amiable property; as honorable to 
. C God, 


( 26 ) 
God, as ſafe for man, and as powerfully en- 
gaging the heart to gratitude, love, and 
obedience. The Father is well pleaſed with 
it, the Son /ees the travail of his ſoul and is 


| ſatisfied, the bleſſed ſpirit takes delight in 


revealing and applying it to the heart; an- 
gels defire to look into it, and men, renewed 
men, will rejoice and triumph in it for ever. 


Ye trembling ſinners, lend an ear, 
Our theme is all divine; 
Lift up your heads, forget to fear, 
The humble chorus join. 


TEHOVAH's boundleſs grace we ſing, 
And Jeſu's matchleſs love; 
From whence our preſent comforts ſpring, 
And all our bliſs above. 


See from what ruin he can raiſe, 
The heirs of death and hell, 


To be to his eternal praiſe, 
And in his courts to dwell. 


He ſets the ſlaves of Satan free, 
And breaks the chains of fin ; 
Gives to the captive liberty, 
Celeſtial and divine. 
He 


„ e 
| He takes the awful curſe away, by 
(The dying ſinner lives) 


He draws the rebel toobey, 
And all his guilt forgives. 


The heart of ſtone his grace removes, 
The dreadful veil of night 
He tears away from thoſe he loves, 


To give them goſpel light. 


He eloaths them in the wedding dreſs, 
And takes them for his bride ; 
They wear the Saviour's righteouſneſs, 
And caſt their rags a 


Their 1616 more, 
No more it ſhall be known; 
While Chriſt is rich, they ean't be poor, 
| Since Chriſt and they are one. 


His ſovereign purpoſe ſhall not fail, 
In the appointed hour; 

His goodnefs ſhall o'er all prevail, 
And perfect faith with pow'r. 


To chrones of bliſs his hands ſhall raiſe, 
Brands plucked from the flame, 

To make them monuments of W 
= ny" his name. 
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5. Remember the words he has poke. 


EW young people ſeriouſly Hs how 
their hearts may be purified, or their : 
lives brought under due regulation : and 
therefore the Pfalmiſt propoſes the enquiry 


tor them, and gives a ſolid anſwer. J/here- 


wwith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word.* 


He afterwards tells us how he himſelf con- 


verſed with the divine word. He read 1 it, 
he meditated on it, he even hid it in his 
beart.$ What a treaſury of bleſſings does 


the precious book of God contain. Here, 
my young friends, from bee lively oracles, 
you may learn true wiſdom, viz. to know 


God and Chriſt, and the things which be- 


long to your preſent felicity and everlaſt- 
ing peace. Here the mind and will of 


God are divinely unfolded ; here the path 
of life is clearly diſcovered. Here you learn 


What you are to ſhun, to embrace, to be- 


lieve, 
* Pſ. cxix. 9. 5 Ver. 11. 5 


x 29 ) 

never ad to practice. Here the man of God 
is thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. 
Allow me then to fay to you, as the un- 
known meſſenger to Auguſtine, © Take up 
and read, take up and read” this ſacred vo- 
ume. Or im the language of the adorable 
Jeſus, Search tbe ſcriptures.“ A careleſs 
reading is not ſufficient here. But ſmall 
| N can be expected to reſult from 
that. Tis he who. ſearcbes the ſcriptures, 
Lombly applies to Ged for direction, and 
ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſſy exerciſes him- 
{elf therein, who will find a divine efficacy, | 
a life-giving and purifying energy in the 
facred page, to his unſpeakable and ever- 
laſting benefit. The matters contained, my 
_ dearly beloved, in theſe divine records, are 
infinitely important to you, and call for 
your deepeſt attention. Here ſeek for wi/- 
dom as for filver, and ſearch for it as for | bid 
-treafure. The Bareans are highly com- 
-mended for the attention they paid to their 
 ibibles, ſearching the ſcriptures daily, whethtr 
| ſe ee were ſo.4 And what fo proper, 
C3 | . what 


4 30 2 
"IR ſo "WARY what. ſo. "TIDES" an 
employment for any, but eſpecially the 


Young, as ſearching the ſcriptures ? This is 


to enquire at God's mouth, and to alk of 
him @ right way. The greateſt men that 


ever lived, and the greateſt geniuſes that 
ever ſhone in the world of letters, have, 
perhaps, payed the moſt ſerious attention 
to the bible. Read the lives of the pene- 
trating Mr. Locke, the profound Sir Taac 
| Newras, and the celebrated Mr. B Boyle ; the 
laſt of whom had fo great a veneration far 
the bible, that he uſed to read 2 on 1 
1 bended knees. 


s ECT. VE 


6. Remember in what tate your Creator formed 


vou, and t 10 pan ranging naw. 


OW agen, is it you mould remem- 
ber that your Creator made man up- 


dir, (a) i. e. innocent, pure and holy; 


free from every moral taint. You ſurely 
8 cannot 


(a) Eccl. vi. 2 * Want mutatus gb Io? 


— 


1 
cannot — that man came out W the 
hands of his Maker, that blind, depraved, 
unholy creature he evidently appears to be 
at preſent. He was created in God's own 
image. (b) Would my dear young readers 
know wherein this 1 image lies ? the Apoſtle 

hall inform you: it conſiſts in knowledge, 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſs: (c) Aknow- 
8 ledge af God and his will, and a full capa- 
eity to perform obedience to the whole law. 
Man was then perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing. The whole frame of his nature 
was happily correſpondent to the rule of his 
duty. His underſtanding was clear, and his 
moral powers without a ſtain; He ſhone in 
the beauty of holineſs, and purity; ſo that 
upon the ſurvey, his Maker eee 
him very 1 _ le 


— 


| {But « our firſt 3. r nol fel, in- 
| volving all his offspring, whom he.repre- 
ſented, arid who were in his loins, in pol- 
As 8 and miſery. The contaminat- 


ing 


(b) Gen, i, 27. (e) Eph. iv. 23, 24. Col., iii. 10. 
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* 
ing diſeaſe infects all the human race; and 
diſtempers the whole man; the poiſon, more 
pernicious than the evils iſſuing from Pan- 


forth death, if almighty grace prevent not 
the fatal miſchief. None can plead an ex- 
emption from the dreadful. contagion; it 
diffuſes itſelf thro our whole ſpecies, and 

| eee our whole frame. 09. 


Know FW dearyoung frienils,. 
that you were born under the infection com- 
mon to mankind. As ſoon as born n 
went gray; (b) being the ſubjects of the 
ſeeds of all thoſe ſins which time ripens, and 
opportunity brings forth. The imagination 
F man's heart is evil from his youth..(c) We 
may learn the corruption of nature from the 

very babe in the nurſe's arms. What per- 
verſe paſſions ariſe in its little boſom ! What 
anger, ſelf will and obſtinacy! What envy 
at the gifts beſtowed on others !—Obſerve 
thediſpaſitionof the growing infant. Scarce 
has 


a] Rom. iii. 6, 18. (b) Pf. ii. 3. 
25 le] Gen, vill. BL, 


* 
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* he begun to ſpeak but he begins rolie (a) 
Tuch go aſtray, as. ſoon as born, ſpeaking lies. 
And this is univerſally the caſe, even where 
they can lie under no bad influence from 
education or example. It is found univer- 
tally true, That foelifone(s is bound up, as an 
evil treaſure, in the heart of a. child. (b) 
Hence, my young friends, is that proneneſs 
to evil which you muſt be ſenſible of, and 
that backwardneſs to piety and devotion 


which you feel. A corrupt nature i is con- 


125 veyed from one generation to another; ſince 
Adam the head of allhis offspring tranſgreſ- 
ſed, we are ſbapen in iniquity and conceived in 
in. (c) The queſtion is ſolemnly propound- 
ed, and a determinate anſwer given, Mo 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not 
one. (d) And again, How can he be clean that 
is born of a woman? (e) + e N 


— 


Degenerate mani is fick of various de 


and yet alas! he is moſt dreadfully igno- 


rant both of his diſtemper and his cure. 
Tho' 


ta) PL, lviii. 3. (b) Pro. xxii. 15, (e) PC. Ii. 5. 
(4) Job. xxiv. 5. (e) Job xxv. 4. | 


"& 
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Tho'defiled with innumerable corruptions, 


yet he imagines himſelf clean. Tho laden 
with 1niquity, yet inſenſible of the dreadful 


weight. The reaſon is, he is dead in n. 
- Obſerve the caſe of a dead man: you may 


- heap weights upon him, yet he feels them 
not, he never complains ; becauſe he is. 


dead. Till divine grace renew the heart, 
man is in willing bondage to fin ; and 
Satan exerciſes his diabolical tyranny in 


ee pos 75. Mays 2 Tim, ii. 26. 


SECT. wa. a. 


6 Ame; t it is medfl your Creator - 
ſhould" do for you in order to "200 final. 


Lal and happineſs. 


T follows from bat * reer b been 


obſerved, that ſomething is neceſſary 
to be done for you. For if you are dege- 


nerate and depraved creatures, it is abſo-. 
lutely neceſſary that your hearts be changed, 
and your fallen natures renewed, or you 
never can be trulx happy: in this world or 
the next, | Now 


— 


= 3 
Now regeneration is a change from nature 
to grace; @ paſſmg from death to life; hav- 


ing a new heart given to us, and a right 
Spirit put within us. It is ſpoke of as a 
new creation, a being begotten with the word 


of truth; born of God; born again; a being 
| quickened from a death in treſpaſſes and 


fins, and the like.“ It is a change, as ap- 

pears trom all the views we have of it in 

ſcripture, that affects the whole man. The 
underſtanding is enlightened and led into the 


truth as it is in Jeſus ; the will is renewed, 


bowed to the will of God, and determined 
for holineſs ; the affeFions are purified, and 
directed into their proper channel; the 
conſcience is purged ; the memory ſanctified; 
the old man is put off with his deeds, and 
the new man put on, which after God is creat- 
ed in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, In ſhort,” 


old things are paſt away, and in the language 
of the apoſtle Paul, with a regenerate ſoul, 
-behold all things are become new,f 


Now. 


— Job. iii. 14. Ez. xxxvi. 26. Eph. ii. ws 


Jam. i. 18, Joh. iii. 3. '- Eph. ii. 10. 
mern. v. 17. 
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Now the author of this work is God, and 
thoſe who experience it, are born, not 'of 
blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.* The neceſſity of 
it in order to our final happineſs, is often 
urged in ſcripture. Know therefore, my 
young friends, that nothing ſhort of renew-" 
ing grace, can heal your diſeaſed ſouls. 
Morality may refine your character from 


groſs abominations, a good education may 
poliſh your behaviour. But nothing ſhorr 


of regenerating grace can fit you for heaven. 
The God that made you, muſt renew you; 
he that formed you creatures muſt make 
you new creatures or you are undone. Gal. 
vi. 15. The bleſſed Spirit muſt write the 
divine law in your hearts, Heb. viii. 10. He 
muſt enlighten you, or you go blind to de- 
ſtruction ; he mult ſanctify you, or you die 
in your fins. How earneſtly do I wiſh, 
that you may have a deep ſenſe of your 
guilty and depraved condition ! The firſt 
ſtep towards your everlaſting ſafety, is a 


real 


- 


* Joh; 1. . 


E 
real ſenſe of your danger. When you are 
once truly ſenſible of your- diſeaſe, you 
will fly to the great phyſician, and lay your 
polluted ſouls at his Mo 


8 E C f. I 


i 


8. Rees the picket if God's grace; and 
the freensſs of his ſalvation. 


0 not ſay, O young ſinner, there is no 
w hope, I have loved frangers, and after 
- them will I go. For behold! how great the 
: loving-kindneſs of God our heavenly Fa- 
ther is, to wretched ruined ſinners! He is 
_ exalted that he may have mercy, upon all that 
call upon him in ſincerity and truth. He 
 aiteth to be gracious (a) to the guilty ſons 


of men. He giveth liberally to all men, and 


upbraideth not, (b) for paſt iugratitude, and 


great vawortmnels. 


| by you. þ tk and ignorant! ? Aſk of len, 
and he will give you tbe wiſdom that comes 


OD from 
(a) If, xxx. 18. [b) Jam. i. 5 


(G 


from above. Are you abſolutely poor, and 
wretchedly indigent? He will enrich you 
with the treaſures of his grace, and ſay, Be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt, All that 1 
have is thine. Are you ſick or wounded ? 
He will apply the precious balm of the 
covenant, and adminiſter the medicines of - 
life, and the cordial of everlaſting conſolation. 
Are you naked? He will cloath you with 
the wedding garment, the bet, the all- perfect 
robe of his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs.” Are you 
weak? He is the ſtrength of Hruel, and bis 
ſtrengib is made perſełt through weakneſs. In a 
word]; what canſt thou want, O needy fin- 
ner, that the all- ſufficient God doth not 
freely beſtow ! ag 


it he ther gives us all things richly 10 
enjoy, lovingly and tenderly invites you to 
partake of his heavenly bounty. Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and Iwill give you reſt. Wheſoever will, let 
him come and take of the water of life frees _ - 


His 


* x Cor. ii. 2. { Mat. xi. 28. Rev. xxii. 27. 
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His bowels yearn with the tendereſt com- 


paſſion, Infinite pity dwells in his eternal 


mind. As the feeble. child 1s cheriſhed. in 


the arms of its mother, ſo is the returning 


ſinner embraced and cheriſhed in the arms 
of everlaſting love. His heavenly Father 


_ watches over him every moment, and none can 


_ Pluck him out of bis Father's bands. He 
pours the oil of gladneſs into the deſpond- 
ing heart, and rejoices over the trembling 


Enner to do him good. The bleſſings, the trea- 


ſures the true ſaint partakes of, are of i in- 

finite value. KRicher bleſſings you cannot 

wiſh ; greater treaſures. you cannot enjoy. 
How: unſearchable are the riches of Chriſt ! 


How ſuperabundant the ſtores of divine. 


mercy ! They as much ſurpaſs. all our 
thoughts and conceptions, as the vaſt ocean 
exceeds the drop of a bucket. He is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
* e . . 

What encouragement docs the precious 
goſpel give, to every one who-is ſenſible 


of his real need of! its bleſſings ! | It declares 


2 


ſalvation 


1 
falvation to be by grace, without money or 
price.. Holds it forth as a free gift, and 
as not ſuſpended on any conditions to be 
performed by us. Remember this of your 
Creator, whoever of you is enquiring after 
the falvation that is in Jeſus : Ye are no 
more required to do any thing to merit” 
this ſalvation, than you are required to 
pluck the fun from the firmament, or ſtem 
the torrent of the flowing tide. Indeed 
you might as ſoon effect the latter as the 
former. God's falvation is as free as the 
light of the cheering day. The goſpel pro- 
clamation gives the helpleſs finner, as ſuch, 
a warrant to put in his claim for the bleſ- 
ſings of pardon and life, whatever be his 
guilt or unworthineſs. Goſpel invitations 
| ſeem” expreſsly deſigned to gut off all the 
objections that a poor wretched ſinner can 
poſſibly make againſt himſelf. Ho! every 
one that thirfteth 1 Whoſoever will let kim 
1 come. And him that cometh to me, IT will 
Wh in no Wi iſe caſt out. * In ſelt- 87 there- 
Wl | fore, 


c 


* Eph. ii. 8. IIa. Iv. 1. 1 Cex. ii. 12. 
+ Job. vi. 37. Rev. 1 17. 


„„ 
fore, be found at the. foot of Jeſus's croſs, 
crying, Lord Jave or 1 periſo !, 4 He will 
glorify his grace in pardoning you, and a 
cloathing you with the garments Us ſalvation, 
and. the robe: of of righteouſueſs,* If ye are 
brought ene to receive and believe the 
goſpel, there is no crime ſo odiqus, no cix- 
eumſtance ſo aggravating,. no guilt ſo. 
great which, will exclude you from; the 
mercy you ſeek in che name of Jeſus. 


| Now it is very neceſſary for you, my 
dear youths, to remember, and be firmly 
perſuaded of the tender mercy of our God 
and Father in Chriſt. For what end? That 

you may continue in fin becauſe grace abounds ? 
Ged forbid. But to encourage you to for- 
ſake your ſins and fly to Jeſus; and to en- 
gage you, thro' his power and ſpirit, to 
love and adore him. While we only con- 
template his wrath or juſtice, we are afraid 
of his greatneſs; but not inclined to delight 
in him, or make him the object of our 
i truſt and confidence: May God give you, 
93 | then, 


1 Ifai. lai. 10. + Rom. vi. 1. 
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then, Ades; young friends, aclear believ- | 
ing conviction of the riches of divine grace 
| and mercy, and the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt: 
to ſave you to the uttermoſt. Remember 
your Redeemer, who is ſo glorious that the 
very angels of light worſhip him and bow- 
before him; yet ſo gracious that he verily _ 
ſhed his precious blood, for the falvation 
of his enemies. You may ſafely reſt your 
everlaſting hopes upon him. And thus. 
ſing of the bleſſed Goſpel : 


Tidings! glad tidings fr om above ! © | ? 
The voice of mercy, peace and love! 
Ye nations'of the earth, regard, 


The meſſage of your ſovereign Lord. 


It ſpeaks to ſinners, old or Young, | | 
Of ev'ry nation, evry tongue; 

— "RD him that hath an ear to hear, 
Or high or low, remote or near. 


This meſſage is divinely true, 
 Heav'ns richeſt ſtores it brings to view; 
No feigned fables here we learn, 
But truths of infinite concern, 


SE ; 
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Theſe truths are undiſguis d and clear, 
Yet how majeſtic they appear ! * 


How arm'd with energy divine,” 
To fave the ſoul, and ey Ae £15) 


This word alarms the lk race, 5 
And yet proclaims that boundleſs grace, 


vs From whence our peace and pardon flows, . 3 
. Av ev ry bleſſing God qo OP nw 
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It points the finner to the blood - 
Of Jeſus our redeeming God; 
Proclaims ſalvation free and full, 

For ev'ry needy 8 ſoul. 


ry N and melodious i is the 1 voice; 


It makes the broken heart rejoice ; , 
It frees the captive from' his chain, 


And wakes the dead to life again. 


"Tis muſic in the ſinner's ears, | | 

It calms his conſcience, quells his fears oh 
| It melts the ſtony heart to love, | 
And draws the foul t to things above. 
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It warms s the breaſt with heav⸗ nly fire, 
Enkindles zeal and pure deſire; 

Nor fails to guide us in the road S ö 
To the dear boſom of our God. 
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O may I then this word receive, 
And all its ſacred truths believe; 

So ſhall its pow'r my heart renew; 
And every reigning ſin ſubdue ! 


"SECT. IX. 


9. Raabe that your Creator will 1 horth 


bring you to death, and to bis awful Judge 
ment ſeat. 8 | 


7 
J 


T is appointed to men. in general, once ts 
die. (a) This appointment refpects, not 


only the aged, but the young. The moſt 
active, vigorous and ſtrong have 10 power” 
in the day of death, and there is no diſcharge 


in that war, neither ſhall wickedneſs deliver 
him that is given to it, Eccl. viii. 8. 


— 


Time, with you, my young friend, will 


preſently be no more. It will be ſwallowed 


up in an immeaſurable eternity... And 0 


what an eternity ! An eternity either of per- 


fect happineſs or hopeleſs miſery. The pe- 


riod during which: 32 are to inhabit this 
| | earth, 


FEY 


earth, and enjoy religious FEES or - 
worldly advantages, i is confined within very 
narrow limits. O that you may conſider. 
this preſent life and its concerns, as very 
ſhortly to vaniſh; that your thoughts and 
your cares may be directed to your eternal ; 
5 | intereſt ! While you are Blooming | in years, 
and vigorous in health, improve your gol- 
den hours. Many, we have reaſon to fear, 
are cut off in the midſt of their folly, and. 
ruined for ever, while they are valnly 
dreaming of being w iſe hereafter. While 
N they loiter in thoughtleſs inſenſibility, death 
prepares his ſhafts, they are taken away 
with a. ſtroke, and a great rai om cannot deli- 


ver them. Job XXXV1, 18. > 
I. . 


Conſider death 9229 a8 ſtanding in a 
moſt. certain connection with the judgment; 
for whatever the period of time between 
the one and the other may be, there is no 
room for a change of our character or ſtate. 


There will be a day of ſtrict account, | 
and of juſt recompenſe. No truth is more 
plainly 


: * 


plainly revealed in the word of God, than 
that wwe muſt all appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt, to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body, whether they be good or evil. 
Solomon thought it proper to remind the 
young man of approaching judgment. 


Eccl. xi. 9. Rejoice, O young man, in 1h. 5 


Pn: ; and let thine heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the Ways of 
thine heart, and in the Abt of thine. eyes; 
But know thou, that for all theſe things * God 
will bring thee into judgment, If thou art 
determined on a ſenſual life, go on; loſe 
no time, make ſpeedy progreſs in the ways 
of death ; fly with eager ſpeed in the rapid: 
road to hell; drink, ſwear, lie, ſteal, pro · 
fane the ſabbath ; baniſh the very thought 
of religion from your breaſt; but know, 
by the way, your triumphing is ſhort, and 
Your oy but for à moment; know, that for. all 
ge * God will bring you into Juggments 


* 


The 3 ſhall 3 —the A ſhall be 
raiſed, and the whole world gathered to 
the bar of God. The ſun ſhall be urned 


inta ; 


co) 


ino 496 and the moon into Blood ; the 
beavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
+ alſo, and all the works that are therein ſhall 
be burnt up. The Judge ſhall appear, ſeated 
on à great white Wrong, emblem of his puri- 
ty; the hooks ſhall be opened; and the dead 
- both ſmall and great judged according to what 
is eoritten in the books. Then God jball bring 
every work into judgment, with every n 
| bing, whether it be good or evil, 


- * 


"T's the common device of chil and 


1 young people, to endeavour induſtriouſly to 


- conceal their faults from men; from Pa- 
rents, maſters and governors ; ; but remem- 
ber who will ſay to you in that day will 
reprove thee, and jet them in order before thy 
Face. Pſ. I. 21. O remember, the Judge 
| fandeth at the door ; and let it be your chief 
concern to be ready; becauſe ye not nei- 
ther the day nor the hour when the Son of man 
cometh. The dead both fmall and great, whe- 
ther buried in the earth or the ſea, muſt then 
ſtand before God; therefore let all the liv- 


ing, 
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„„ 
„ beth ſmall and great, ſeriouſly weigh 


_ eee and importance of that day. 


Often look forward to that awful period, 


when the glorious throne ſhall be ſet, 


and the majeſtic volumes unfolded, which | 


contain the records of your lives and acti- 
ons, the impartial trial made, and the equi- 


table ſentence pronounced. Come ye bleſſed 


_ of my Father „ inherit the kin gdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world : or, 


Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and bis 1 | 

Think, O young ſinner, what a N b 
aſtoniſnment this will be. | To behold the 


world in flames, the elements melting, the 
ſtars falling, the judgment ſet, the priſoners 
brought forth, with pale faces, trembling 
limbs, fainting hearts and tormenting con- 


ſciences ! The great day of wrath will then 


| | be come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand ? 


Who but the true believer in Jeſus, to whom 


_there is, there ſhall be no condemnation! 


' CHAP. 


en 


C48 3 


. am. 


CHAP. 


What is included in remembering our Creator. 


ND doubtleſs the verb remember here, 
intends more than a bare recollection 
of our ideas. It intends a remembering 


the Almighty, according to the revelation 


he has made of himſelf. And as ſuch, it 
takes i in, that which we are to believe con- 
cerning him, the confidence we are to re- 


poſe in him, and a practical regard to his 
commands. Should any one ſay, © Is this 
required oſfallen man?“ I anſwer, Who can 


doubt it, that conſiders the nature of that 


law which we are under, as the deſcendents 
of Adam, which lays us under obligation to 


embrace whatever the Almighty reveals as 
his will concerning us, and to practice 
whatever he requires of us? And tho' man 
has loſt his power, God has not loſt his 
authority, nor the law its binding efficacy. 
Both are unchangeable. 


E. *. - anne 


*:\- 
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But ſhould it be enquired farther —* Since 
man has not power to know, love, and fear 
God of himſelf, wherefore is he called upon 
to do it?“ I anſwer. This is but juſt the 
ſame as if you ſhould aſk, Since man is 
now by ſin become carnal in his mind, and 
enmity to God, wherefore does the law of 
God ſtill require him to love the Lord with 
all his heart, mind, ſoul and ftrength? But 
farther, ſince we know it is ſo, wherefore 
ſhould we puzzle ourſelves about the reaſon 
why it is ſo? If we could find out no reaſon 
why the Judge of all the earth has ap- 
pointed this and that, his will and good 
pleaſure alone ſhould ſatisfy us. 


If in his word he calls the young to re- 
member their Creator ; the ſinner to repent, 
Believe the goſpel, and be converted, that his 
fins may be blotted out, tho' they have in 
themſelves no power to do either, let us 
remember that there muſt be reaſon for it, 
and propriety in it, tho' we ſhould not be 
able to diſcern the one or the other. There 
are ſome points concerning which, perhaps 
we 


©. 7: 3 


we mall never have full ſatisfaction, till we 
come into the world of light, where every 
doubt will be ſolved, and every difficulty 
removed. What thou knoweſt not now, thou 
| ſhalt know bereafter. N 7 | 


Some tell us, in order to looſe N knot, 
that theſe, . and ſuch like commands, only 
intend an external reformation. They might 
as well ſay, that when God's law requires 
us to love the Lord with all our heart, mind, 
foul and ftrength, it means only external acts 

of love. And who will aſſert this? Beſides, 
is it not evident, that the repentance called 
for is connected with pardon ? Repent and 
be converted that your fins may be blotted out.* 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
to-the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, 
and lo our God, for he will abundantly pardon 
bim. & Such was the repentance to which 
Simon Magus was exhorted, when he was 
diſcerned to be in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
a bond 


Acts iii. 19. 5 Ifai. W. 7. 


1 bond of iniquity.* Why ſhould the miniſters 
of the goſpel ſcruple to follow their Lord 
and Maſter, who tho' he aſſures us none 
can come to him except the Father draw them, 
Joh. vi. 44—46. Yet often addreſſes the 
conſciences of ſinners in fuch terms, as 
- would by ſome, perhaps, be condemned as 
inconſiſtent, and legal, were they net 
known to be his? See how he addreſſes, 
not his diſciples, but the multitude, Joh. 
vi. 27. Luke xiii. 24—27. John xii. 35. 
Peter, and the other apoſtles copied after 
their Divine Maſter. This 1s evident. from 
the whole book of the Alls of the apoſtles. 
And—Tentanda via eft, —let not miniſters 
be afraid to go and do likewiſe. 7 pre, 


_— elſi non paſſibus 8 


1 


Act. viii. 22, 23. In theſe and ſuch like exhor- 
tations, there is nothing inconſiſtent with the ſecret 
purpoſes of God. Neither the miniſter nor his un- 
converted hearers know any thing of theſe. But in 
the miniſtration of the goſpel, men are dealt with ſim- 
ply as ſinners. God's purpoſe concerning them, is, 
to us, out of icht. | 


8 


In order to repentance, faith and love, a 


principle of divine grace is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary. Should it be ſaid, therefore, that 
to exhort ſinners to theſe, is as improper, 
as vain and fruitleſs, as to call a dead per- 
ſon to life. I anſwer, in the words of a 
pious and ſenſible writer of the preſent 
age, © We might cheerfully and confi- 


dently undertake even to call the dead out 
- of their graves, if we had the coinmand 


and promiſe of God to warrant the attempt, 


for then we might expect his power to ac- 
company our word. 4 See Ezek. xxxviii. 


1— 10. 


But tho! ſinners are void of ſpiritual life, 
they are not mere machines ; they are not 


_ wrought upon as a log of wood, or a block 


of marble ; but as rational creatures; poſ. 
ſeſſed of underſtandings, wills, affections, 
and conſciences. And if it is the will of 
God, by calling them to repent, be con- 


E 3 VvVerted, 


© See Letters by Omicron, printed by Oliver, Let- 
ter vii. The peruſal of which I earneſtly and heartily 
recommend to young Miniſters, and to hearers of the 


word in general. 


to k 


verted, be reconciled to God, and the like, to 
convince their judgments, awaken their | 
conſciences, and impreſs their hearts with 
a juſt ſenſe of the nature and importance 
of theſe things, what are we that we ſhould _ 
call in queſtion the propriety and reaſon- 
ableneſs of this appointment ? * 


Tt 0 return to our ſubject. I can by no 
means think, that to remember our Creator, 
here, is to be underſtood of ſuch a remem- 
brance of him, as will leave us to periſh in 

1 aut 

F Tf the anthor errs in this point, he errs in the 
company of almoſt every evangelical writer of the laſt 
age, of our great reformers themſelves, and of the moſt 
ſucceſsful miniſters of the goſpel that have appeared. 
fince their day. This is ſome ſatisfaction. But his 
aim has been, ever ſince he engaged in the miniſtry, 
to follow the example of Chriſt and his diſciples, and 
with a view to this, he has particularly been led. to 
ſtudy the Acts of the Apoſtles, being deſirous ſo to ac- = 
quit himſelf in the awful work, as to be pure from the 
blood of all men. He rejoices in the doctrines of diſtin- 
guiſhing grace, as revealed for the comfort of Saints; 
but when he addreſſes a periſhing finner, he thinks he 
is not to enquire about his election, but to teſtify to 
him the nature and neceſſity of repentance towards 


God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 48s xx. 21. 


( 55. ) 
our fins. We ſhould. judge very ill of it 


indeed, if we only conſidered it in that 
light. It is ſuch a remembrance of him as 
is eſſential to our final happineſs.” To forget 
God, is in ſcripture, the character of a 


wicked man, to remember him of a righte- 


cous one. It includes, I apprehend; Know- 


ledge, Humiliation, Reverence, Truſt, 
Love, Gratitude and Obedience. 


1. Knowledge. We can never be pro- 


perly ſaid to remember that which we do 


not know. The true knowledge of God is 


eſſential to real religion. Without it, there 


can neither be repentance, faith, love, nor 
obedience. H the eyes of our underſtanding 
are not enlightened to know: the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt whom be hath ſent, we are 
yet in our fins, and deſtitute of any well 
grounded hope of eternal life. This knows 
ledge is God's gift. It is by the teaching 
of the Father. 1 is written in the prophets, 
They ſhall be all taught of God. It is obtained 


under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who 
is ſent to guide us into all truth, It is the 


wiſdom 


„„ 
wiſdom that comes from above, . which is pure, 
peaceable, Sc. It reſpects both God and | 
ourſelves, the law. and the goſpel ; and 
particularly, it has reference to Chriſt and 
the way of ſalvation by him. This is life 
eternal to know thee, the only true. God, and 
| Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. . Joh. xvii. 3. - 


It is for want of a knowledge of God, 
and the glory and lovelineſs of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that many are ſo captivated by 
trifles, and enſlaved to tranſient gratifica- 
tions. Wiſdom is the principal thing. Theres 
fore, O young man, get wiſdom,. and with. © 
all thy getting, get underſtanding reſpecting 
the things that belong to thy peace. 
thy heart be wiſe, my heart ſhall rejoice, even 
mine. Therefore cry after knowledge, lift up 
thy voice in prayer for underflanding, ſeek ber 
as fitver, and ſearch for ber in the mines of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, as for hid treaſure * + 
So ſhalt thou underfand the fear of the Lord, 
and find the knowledge of Gad. If any nan 
F _ lack 


To) 


lack wi 72 let bim af it of Cod, who we 
to all men, Sc. | 


2. Humiliation. This ſprings from: and 


is the conſequence of the knowledge we 
have been ſpeaking of. If we know ourſelves, 


we ſhall loath ourſelves.“ If we rightly 


A 


remember our Creator, we ſhall remem- 


ber our own evil ways and our doings which 


are not good, and ſpall loath ounſelues in our 
own fight, becauſe of all our iniquities, and 
all our abominations. This is humiliation; FR 
and it enters eſſentially i into that repentance 


which i is unto life. Who can believe that 
any young man rightly remembers his 
Creator, who does not repent of his ſin ? It 
cannot be, He that remembers and looks 
to a crucified Jeſus, mourns for ſin after 4 
godly fort. He is ready to exclaim with the 


prophet Jaiab, when he beheld be King the 


Lord of Hefts, Wo is me, I am undone! I 


am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among 


4 people of unclean lips.—With Peter, I am 


a 10 _ man, O Lord. or with Job, I have 
| heard 


* Without — Manet alta mente 2 


0 
| 
| 


A* 
FOR of hes by the hearing of he ear, but 
now mine eye ſeeth thee ; wherefore I abhor 
myſelf, and repent in dust and aſhes. Thus, 
my dear young friends, ny you'r remem- 
ber ny" an. e 


4 © 


63. Revirajce * W ungeky of God 


5 They who have no fear of God, do not 


rightly remember him. By the fear of Gd. 
in the moſt common acceptation of the - 
term, I underſtand, that diſpofition of the 


mind which engages us humbly to worſhip -. 


and adore him, to ſubmit to his laws, and | 
to cherifh that holy awe of his majeſty, 
which his glorious perfections ſhould excite 


in u. Thus we ſhall her the Lord before - 


as, and acknowledge him in all our ways. 
This fear of the. Lord is put into tbe heart © 
in converſion. It is. a fountain of life, ta 


depart from the ſnares of death. It is the very 


beginning of wiſdom, i. e. Its principal point, Is 
without which 1t 1s not true wifdom. | 


This is * diſpoſition very 3 diffirend from 
a flaviſn dread. Fear not, ſays Moſes, God 


3 en. 18 
* Imprimis venerare Deum,—VIRG. . 


VVT 
is come 10 prove you, that his fear may be be fore 
your faces, Exod, xx. 20. Fear not with a 
ſervile dread, to the end. that his fear may 
be before Jour eyes 3 that humble awe. and 
holy reverence which enter into the very 
eſſence of rea] religion. In this Nehemiah 
excelled. . While he beheld thoſe about 
him violate the commands of God, he was 
reſtrained from it by the fear of God. So did 
not I becauſe of the fear of God. Neb. v. 15. 
A bright example of this we have in an 
amiable young gentleman at court, 1 Kings 
xviii. 12. LT thy ſervant fear the Lord from 
my youth, And he hath this teſtimony in 
ver. 3- That he feareth the Lord greatly. 
Hence it may be expected, that thoſe who 
begin to fear the Lord from their youth, 
will fear him greatly. May you then, Dear 
Reader, have grace to ſerve God acceptably 
orth reverence and godly fear: for our God is 
4 conſuming fire. Heb. xii. 28, 29. | 


4. Truſt in his name. A right know- 
ledge of God, of Jeſus Chriſt and his power 
to fave, engages the heart to truſt in him, 
for pardon, life and ſalvation. This is his 

1 N command, 


e 

command, ſays the apoſtle Jobn, that We | 

believe on the name of his ſon Feſus Chriſt.* .. 
Never was any command more important 

or more ſeaſonable than this. There is no 
ſalvation but in Jeſus. And none are faved 

by Jeſus but thoſe who believe. Mark xvi. 

16. He that believeth and is baptized ſhall - 

be ſaved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be 

damned. To believe in Jeſus, implies a 

ſenſe of our need of him, and of our ruined 

condition without him; a diſcovery of his 
power to ſave, and a truſt in him for that 

ſalvation. T 


As the I/raclites, tho” wounded mortally 
by. the fiery ſerpents, looked to the brazen 
type, extended on the pole, and looking 
were healed; ſo the periſhing ſinner looking 
to a bleeding Saviour, finds healing to his 
wounded conſcience, and life to his dying 
heart. As Mofes lifted up the ſerpent in the 
wilderneſs, even ſo was the Son of man lifted _ - 
up, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould 

| 8 


5 3 Joh. Hi, 23. 


+ To know ourſelves diſeas'd is half our cure. 
YOUNG, 


E 5 *) 
nod periſh, but have everlaſting j ey. Hear it 


with a tranſport of joy, my dear young 
friends; we are wounded in a moſt deadly 


manner by ſin and Satan; but a precious 


Redeemer is our phyſician, our medicine, 
our life.“ O may we look to him and be 


ſaved; flying for refuge to the RUIN ſet be- : 


fore us! 


The Plalmiſt addrefling himſelf to the 
Almighty, has theſe remarkable words. 


Thou art my hope, O Lord God, thou art my 


truſt from my youth. Thus he remembered 


his Creator. To remember the Lord is to 
traſt in him. Some truſt in chariots, and ſome 


in horſes ; leut we will remember the name of 


the Lord our God. And with this faith or 
truſt in God, ſtand inſeparably connected, 
all the loyely train of chriſtian graces and 
heavenly tempers. Have faith in God, and 
you are happy for ever. If this precious 
gift is implanted in your boſoms in early 


youth, it will bud and bloſſom in the winter 


of your age, and bear fruit to everlaſting 


F life, 
* With joy, with let. that healing hand I fee, 


The ſkies it form'd, and now it bleeds for me. Tbid. 


- 
por 2141er A ; 


of youth are no more. 
the dear the adorable Jeſus, who is Gn 
10 eve, be all your truſt ! 


Amo te Domine, pluſquam meos, pluſquam mea, plu 1 70 
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life, when the charms of beauty and vigor 
May Jeſus, then, 


5 To e en the Lord, ape love 7 
to him. It is the remembrance of love. 


So God's remembrance of us, is incluſive. | 


of his love. [remember thee, the love of thine 
eſpouſals, the kindneſs of thy youth. Since J 


pate againſt him, 1 do earneſtly remember. him . 
Fill. Love to God is eſſential to chriſtiani- 


ty.* It is che ſource and ſoul of religion. 
Without it we lie expoſed to a dreadful ana- 
thema. If any man love not our Lord Feſus _ 


Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maran-atha, 


accurſed when the Lord ſhall come. 1 Cor. 


xvi. 22. But on the other hand, Grace be 
with all them that love our Lord Je eſus ann 5 


in ſincerity. 


Love to God is not a production of na- 
ture, but a gift of grace, there is not a 


grain of it in an unregenerate heart. The 


carnal mind is enmity 10 God, and not love. 
Hence 
ne. 


RN. 
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Hence the neceſſity of the heart being cir- 
cumciſed to love the Lord our God. A Kelle 
of God's love to us manifeſted in Jeſus 
Chriſt, has a tendency to engage the heart 
to love him. We love him becauſe he firſt loved 
as. Deut. xxx. 6. 1 Joh. iv. 19. Remem- 
ber, i. e. love par Creator in the days of 
your youth. Let him have the chief place 
in your hearts. He is infinitely worthy of 
all your love, and there is enough in his 
all- ſufficiency, to delight your ſouls for 
8 ever. He graciouſly and kindly demands 
your warmelt affections,” addreſſing you as 
a father his children. My Sons give me hire 
| heart. Prov. XX111, 26, 


on 


6. Gratis for favours received. The 
infpired writer charges his ſoul, not to for- 
get God's benefits conferred upon him. Bleſs . 
the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 
me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O 
= YE ond forget not all bis benefits.* Re- 

R member 
lein. I, 2. 3. 5 


0 may! breathe no longer than I breathe 
My ſoul in praiſe to him who gave my ſoul, 


And all her infinite of proſpect fair! Mir rov. 
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member them with unfeigned oratitude.. 


Record them, and mention them with 


thankfulneſs. In infancy, childhood, and 
advancing youth, you have been. loaded 
with benefits. Your whole life has been full 
of mercies. While, therefore, you prey 
without ceaſing, in every thin g give thanks, for 
this is the will of God in Chriſt Fe eſus concern- 
ing you, Pf. Ixxi. 5,. 6. Thou art my hope 
O Lord. Thou art my truft from my youth, 
By thee have ] been holden up from the womb : 
thon art he that took me out of my mother's : 
bowels, My-praiſe fhall continually be of thee. 
Thus remember your Creator. Adore the 
wonders of redeeming love. And be 
thankful for the gifts of Providence. 


Gratitude is an amiable diſpoſition, even 

' when exerciſed towards our fellow-crea- 
tures, who have done us acts of kindneſs, 
or who bear us good will: but eſpecially 
when it has the God of grace and love for 
its object. have always looked upon 
gratitude as the moſt exalted principle that 
can actuate the heart of man. It has ſome- 


1 
thing noble, diſintereſted, and (if I may be 
allowed the term) generouſly devout. Re- 
 pentance indicates our nature fallen; and 
prayer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's 
ſelf. But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſt- 
ed! in paradiſe, when there was no fault to 


deplore; and will be perpetuated in hea- 
Ven, when God ſhall be all in a 


Py Obedience to the divine e 
Remember thy Creator practically. As thou 
wouldſt not forget his benefits, ſo remem- 
ber the obligations thou art under to pleaſe 
and glorify him. Dedicate yourſelf to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſincerely and con- 
. ſcientiouſly adhere to him, with a prevail- 
| ing deſire to be conformed to his will in all 
things. If your heart is right i in the ſight 
of God, nothing will be more pleaſing” to 
you than that which you know to be pleaſ- 
ing to him.F Renounce with abhorrence 
what he hates, purſue with delight what he 
commands. I ſhall here beg leave to par- 
ticularize a few of thoſe evils to which 
"OE as F 8 | young 


| ag Sorin 75 
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young people are prone, remind you * 
their dangerous tendency, and warn you 


- againf them. 


Fg 


J % 
\ * 


F. Beware of the bait of da pleaſure. 
The age of youth i is. the age of pleaſure. It 
will be happy for you if you are brought 
to purſue that which is real, ſubſtantial and 
ſatisfying, inſtead of that which is but 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit. If you are 

enabled to make ſuch a choice as this, you 
may reflect on it with comfort i in.a dying 
hour, But you will. never love the plea- | 
ſures of holineſs, till you ſee the evil of the _ 
pleaſures of ſin. Moſes had made the ex- 
periment, what the delights ofa court could _ 
afford, and he cheerfully renounced them 
all, choofing rather to ſuffer affliftion with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures 1 in 


for a feaſon.* Heb. xi. 25. 


Kenna pleaſure i is painful and unſatis- 
fying, even in the enjoyment. It is a plea- 
ſure beneath the dignity of our rational na- 

— ture. 


* A perpetuity of bliſs is bliſs, 
YOUNG. 
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ture. It is gratifying a vile appetite, which. 
1s no other than the diſeaſe of the ſoul, and 
which reaſon and conſcience remonſtrate N 
againſt, It is. a ſort of violence done to 
the powers of nature, and it puts a man 
out of the true enjoyment of himſelf. He 
that is immerſed in the filth of ſenſual plea- 
ſure is like a perſon burning in a fever. 
He has a tormenting thirſt upon him. The 
more he drinks the more his thirſt rages. ; 
Thus the pleaſures of the ſenſualiſt are ſo far 
from yielding ſatisfaction, that indulgence 
does but add freſh fuel to the lame. They 
who are ſlaves to their unlawful appetites, 
are the greateſt drudges in the world: 
ec Avers TOTS and pleaſures. by 


© Fleſtly li Tufts war againſt the ſoul: + They 
not only threaten future deſtruction to it; 
but they give diſturbance to its preſent 
tranquility; | throwing all into uproar and 
confuſion. Galling and tormentingreflec= 
tions ſucceed, which bite lite a ſerpent, and 
vads eee 
* Tit. iii. 3. + 1 Pet. ii. 11, 
- { Sperne voluptates, nocet empta dolore voluptas. 


* 


1 


Aing like an adder. So that the end is Bitter 
4, wormwood'* JWickedneſs may be feet to 


the ſinner s mouth, yet in his bowels it is turn- 
. e eee > Job il 


And are theſe the ſweets which are pre- 
ferred to wiſdom's pleaſant ways! My dear 
youth, may the good Lord convince you 
of the vanity and vileneſs of thoſe plea- 
ſures, and incline you to reliſh the plea- 
ſures of religion. 7 


The onions. and the FR of Egypt 
were longed for by thoſe only, who knew 
not how to value the heavenly manna, or 
the milk and honey of Canaan.f Num. xi. 
5. The Marguis 77 Vi ico, a perſon of great 
eminence once ſaid, Let their money 
periſh with them, who eſteem all the 
wealth and pleaſure of tkis world, work. 
one hour's communion with God.“ 


2. Beware of the horrid vice of drink 
neſs. Tis pity there is any occaſion to warn 


young men againſt a practice ſo odious as 
this, But i in theſe licentious days, there 


; ane” | 


* Prov. v. 3, 4, and xxii 32. 


+ The curſe of curſes is our curſe to love. - TOUNG. : 
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are too many, not only of the aged but the 
young, who glory in it. It is a moſt deadly 
fnare.* Some will tell you, There is not 
much danger in drinking a little to exceſs 
now and then. But let ſuch remember, 
that, Nemo n futt turpifs MUS. 


=» 


All habits gather by unſeen degrees, 


As brooks run NyErs, rivers run to ſeas. 


DRYDEN. 


Drinkvnnch Spice all the ute 
darkens the underſtanding, deſtroys the 
memory, and takes away the heart. What 
adeſpicable character is that of a drunkard! 
Drunkenneſs debaſes human nature, and 
transforms a man into a brute. It injures 
the health of the body ; brings on inflam- 
matory diſorders, apoplexies, dropſies, 
death. A drunkard is the worſt of ſelf- 
murderers; he deliberately and determin- 
ately ſt abs his vitals, ruins his health, kills 
his body, damns his ſoul} And for the little 
fpace of time he crawls upon the face of the 
earth, he lives a life of wretchedneſs, being 
Joaden, 


* Certum voto pete finem.— HOR. 
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loaden with W and expoſed to p infamy 
and contempt. 

4 ſuch : a view of i Tag do I 1 to add, 
That drunkenneſs waſtes a man's ſubſtance, 
unfits him for duty and buſineſs, and often 
brings him to poverty? It occaſions a 
e waſte of time, and is the mother 
and nurſe of almoſt every abomination. 
And, which is very awful, it is a vice from 


which men are very rarely reclaimed. I 
beg you will read attentively the following = 


 . Portions of God's word. Prov. vi. If. 
and xxili. 21-29, &c. II. v. 12. Luke 
-XX1. 34. and xii. 45. 


3. Hlee youthful luſts. Beware of 6 


lewdneſs, as a ſoul-ruining and - damn- 


ing ſin. This is not all. Beware of the 


indulgence of filthy inclinations. It 1s 


dreadful to be inflamed with a foul and 


impure - imagination ; to have unclean 
thoughts continually excited in the mind. 
The divine word condemns lafciviouſneſs : 
which conſiſts in a giving looſe to thoſe im- 


pure 


898 


n 
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pure thoughts, affections, words and acti- 
ons, which have an evident tendency to 


actual lewdneſs. Read Eph. iv. 1 1 


Tan iv. VEL 3» 45 3 


It was HY an ineleigenes of, and compli- : 


ance with impure deſires, that Samſon was 


degraded from the height of his glory ;— 
that David ſo grievouſly provoked the 


Moft High, and brought ſuch a dreadful 


curſe upon his bone It was for this that 


Onan was ſlain; dread his iniquity if you 
would eſcape his end. Gen. xxxvill. 9. 


It was for this that Amnon was cut off, be- 


cauſe he wrought folly in rael. Even 


Solomon's heart was turned away by this 
evil, and the kingdom was rent from him 


in the days of his won, 


% 4 * 5 


Sodom and Cinvlortah and the cities of the 
plain, giving themſelves over to fornica- 
tion, the LORD rained fire and brimſtone 
upon them from the LORD out of heaven, 
and they are ſet forth as an example, /uffer- 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude vil. 


Read Eph. v. 3-6 Abhor 
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Abhor polluting language, lewd jeſts, 
and wanton ſongs. (a) Read not idle no- 
vels, or ſtories of unlawful love. They 
corrupt the mind. Hate the poiſonous 

diverſions of the ſtage; and whatever elſe 
may have a tendency to blow up and feed | 
the impure flame. 


Follow the apoſtolic example of abſti- 
nence and ſelf-denial. J keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection.“ Reader, 
go thou and do likewiſe. But remember 


at the ſame time, anotlier divine rule. 2 


thro' the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the : 
body. The bleſſed ſpirit operates on the 
depraved polluted heart, as a refiner's fre, 
and as. fuller's ſoap. Let God's word be hid 
in your heart, that you may not ſin againſt 
him. Parley not with temptations. Reſiſt | 
the beginnings. Fly, fly to "the divine 
throne for ſuccour. Ever remember, God's 
eye is upon On: He beholds the ſecret 
_ workings 


(a) Torquet ab obſcenis jam nunc ſermonibus aurem. 
1 Cox. ix. 27. f Rom. viii. 13. 


M 
workings of the heart, and the odious deeds 
of darkneſs and midnight.“ 


4. Permit me to caution you farther 
againſt the ſins of the tongue. Lying, pro- 
phane talking, and vain babling. Do not 
ſay, Our tongues are our own, who is Lord 
over 45? Remember who hath ſaid, For 
every idle word that men ſball ſpeak, they ſhall 
give account in the day of judgment, Mat. 
xii, 36. Neſcit vox miſſa reverti. 
Deteſt the common, but idle, ridiculous 
| and daring practice of fewearine, and taking 
God's name in vain, He who lives in the 
fear of God is ſo far from defiling his lips 
with it, that it ſhocks and grieves him to 
hear it. Were it no ſin againſt God, it is 
contemptible in itſelf. It indicates an illi- 
beral genius, or ſtupidity of mind ;f itſhows 
a barrenneſs of underſtanding, a want of 
G | | words 5 


*Anter omnia certamina chriſtianorum duriora ſent 
prælia caſtitatis; nam ibi continua pugna & rara 
victoria. AUGUST. 


+ Qui tertio cuique verbo ſuperaddunt juramentum. be 
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words; I ſhould rather ſay, a want af com- 
mon ſenſe. But it is alſo a dreadful breach 
of the third command. Every inſtance of 
it is an act of rebellion againſt him who has 
ſaid, Swear not at all, — above all things, 
. Mat. v. 34. Jam. v. 12. 


Talk of ſomething, in your ſocial hours, 


which may improve you in knowledge and _ 


piety. Be aſhamed to think of ſpending 
an hour in converſation, and ſaying or hear- 
ing nothing worth remembering. It is too 
true of many vain young men and women, 
that their thoughts are folly and emptineſs, 
their voice laughter, and theit whole life 
compoſed of impertinencies. 8 


5. Beware of miſpending time. Your 
time is not given you to ſquander away at 
your own pleaſure. - It is a talent lent you, 
to be improved to the honour of God, and 
the good of yourſelves and ſociety.* But a 
vain mind often determines and influences 
the actions of the young, and it may be 
ſaid of ſome young perſons, Behold they are 

all 
* What time is worth, alk death- bits they can tell. 
h YOUNG. 


irs ih 


all dg, their works are vathing, j. e. To 
no valuable purpoſe; they are not worth 
the labour beſtowed on them. They imitate 
the folly of Caligula, who is ſaid to have 
led a great army, with ſolemn pomp to the 
fea ſhore, to gather cockle ſhells.F With a 
grieving bluſh may we not look back upon 
our mifpent time, and ſay, What fruit had 
| | Tin thoſe things whereef ] have now reaſon to 

be aſhamed! How have I ſquandered away 
time in impertinence and folly, inſtead of 
redeeming 1t to God's glory and my own ad- 
een Anunbs Perdidi! 


6. Avoid the company of the profane. 
One wicked youth ſpoils many others, and 
leads them on to thoſe vile actions they 
would never have thought of. Many are 
drawn into ſin by the influence of their 
companions. There are ſome unhappy 
youths who are taking great pains to make 
ſure of hell and damnation themſelves, and 
to draw others after them. They ſeein as 
if * were afraid leſt they ſnould not be 
G6 2 miſerable 


* Iſai, xli, . _Þ+ Strenua nos exercet inertia. 


„ 
miſerable enough. They aggravate their 
guilt, and haſten as well as heighten their 
deſtruction, by their endeavours to enſnare 
others. They are cruel to their compani- 
ons, and ſtill more cruel to themſelves. 


Fly, fly my dear youths, from the fellow- 
ſhip of the ſons of Belial. Do not ſay, “ I 
ſhall expoſe myſelf to their ſcoffs and re- 
proaches.” Should this be the caſe, you 
may look on it as a badge of honour, and 
a proof of your Father's love. And even 
the men who affect to defpiſe you, may ne- 
vertheleſs inwardly venerate you. Pure 
and undefiled religion carries ſuch majeity 
along with it, as to command reverence and 
reſpect from the hearts of all. Be not diſ- 
couraged at the thought of loſing your 
friends. This lofs may prove your great 
gain. The all- ſufficient Saviour will be 
your friend, and he will be ten thouſand 

times more to you tlian all the world could 
be without him, He aſſures you, That 
every man who hath forſaken houſes, or bre- 
thren, or fiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
3 


. 


or children, or lands, for his name's ſake, foall 
receive an hundred fold, and Hall inherit ever- 
laſting li fe. Mat. xix. 29. Read Mat. v. 11. 
Luk. vi. 22, 23. | e 


Shun the company of the profligate and 
licentious, as you would avoid a perſon 
infected by the plague. If you aſſociate 
with them, you are in the greateſt danger 
of imbibing the ſame 1 Lou can get 
no good from ſuch; on the other hand, you 
are expoſed to the greateſt danger from the 
contagion of their bad examples. I have 
no hope of your remembering your Creator 
aright, unleſs you are enabled to break off 
from your vain companions. For he that 
walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but a 
companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


The Prince of IsRa'r bleſt the man, 
Who ſhuns with cautious feet, 
The paths and counſels of the vain, 
And hates the ſcorner's ſeat. 
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From wicked men for ever flee, 
Leſt they a ſnare ſhould prove; 


Loet ſuch your choice companions be, 
As God and virtue love. 


Avoid the place where finners dwell, 
Dread their empoiſon'd breath; 
Their curſed ſteps tale bold on hel; | 
Their friendſhip leads to death. e 


Their looſe diſcourſe and wanton ſongs 
Pollute the air around; 
Taint all the accents of their tongues, 
And death is in the ſound. 


If they a thouſand charms could boaſt, 
And ſeem almoſt divine; | 
Vet are their ſhining, talents loſt 
In vanity and fin, 


In fuch you ſafely may commend, 
Whate'er deſerves your praiſe ; 

But make not one of theſe your friend, 
Leſt you ſhould learn his ways. 


— Thouſands who ſeem'd to promiſe fair, 
Have been at once undone ;. 
As caught in this deſtruftive ſnare, 
Which you are warn'd to ſhun, 


7. May 


„ 


7. May Icaution you againſt diſobedience 


to your parents? A vice deteſted by the 


very heathens. Thoſe who are guilty of 
it, are in the word of God, ranked with the 
vileſt offenders. Rom. i. 30. Are any of 


you who read theſe pages, chargeable with 


this? Dare you ſ et ligbt by your father or 


your mother, when God's curſe is denounced 
on the man that doth it? Deut. xxvii. 16. 
Ungrateful creatures! Are theſe thereturns 
you make for the tenderneſs and love they 
manifeſted” to you, for ſo many years ? 
They did not expect ſuch treatment from 
you, when they nouriſhed you in helpleſs 
infancy—when you claſped your little arms 


about their necks, and anſwered their en- 


dearing ſmiles of parental tenderneſs, by the 


expreſſive language of your countenances.. 


Have you forgotten all their labour, care 


and concern for you? Or muſt it be the 


caſe, that the better they loveyou, the more 
ungrateful you are ! Can you bear to. be- 


hold their tears, and hear their ſighs and 


groans on your account? O this un- 
teachable 
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teachable diſobedient child ! This care- | 
leſs creature! Alas ! I have begotten or 
brought forth children, I fear, for the de- 
ſtroyer. 1 ſee them making haſte to ruin 
themſelves for ever! I warn them again 
and again, but all is to no purpoſe. L 
tremble to think of their end!“ Hear, ye 
diſobedient ones, and repent of your ingra- 
titude, before the judgments of God over- 
take you. As you value your immortal 
ſouls, and the peaceand comfortof your pa- 
rents, be attentive to their advice, reproofs. 
and counſels ; honour your father and mother, 
and a bleſſing will ſurely follow you, even 
in the Preſent life. Eph. vi. 2. | 


8. Are any of you ſervants or apprentices? 
Be careful to demean yourſelves with that 
integrity and diligence in your place and 
ſation, that you may be bleſſings to the fa- | 
milies to which you belong. Remember 
how Jacob ſerved Laban, and what an abun- 
dant blefling followed him whitherſoever 
hewent. Gen. xxxi.6. Imitate the amiable 
example of J oſeph, who was ſo careful and 

conſcientious 


1 
conſcientious in his buſineſs, that his maſ- 
ter made him overſeer of his houſe; and 
put all his affairs into Fe/eph's hands: 
Gen. xlix. 4. Commit to memory for 
your direction. Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. Col. iii. 
22— 26. 1 Tim. vi. 12. Tit. ii. e 
1 Pet. ii, 18 2% Ke. . PL ö 


9. Shall I caution Wes againſt a fondneſs 
of dreſs and finery? Many young people pay 
too great attention to the parade of dreſs. 
They ſeem vain enough to ſuppoſe, that 
they ſhall command the reſpect of mankind 5 

by ſpreading abroad their own fine feathers. 
How lamentable is it to conſider, that ſo 
much attention is paid to the decorations of 
the outward man, while the immortal foul 
is neglected, is naked, in a ſtarving condi- i] 
tion, and polluted with every abomination ! 
| How inexcuſable are the extravagancies of 
the female world! How earneſtly do I wiſh 
that I could prevail with ſome of the gay 
and polite of that ſex, to ſpare a few mo- 
ments every morning, before they betake 
themſelves to the LABOURS of the toilet, 
to 
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1 
to read Iſai. iii. 16—26. I Pet. i, 3s K. . 
1 Tim. ii. 9. Children are pleaſed with 
painted toys. They are moſt delighted 
with gaudy garments and ſounding trifles. 
But ſhall we practice the child for ever? 
Shall we give our obſervers reaſon to think, 
that our raiment is the beſt and brighteſt 
thing that belongs us? F—that we pay 
more attention to that, than we do to the 
garments of ſalvation, the robe of righteouſneſs, 
the cloathing of humility, or the ornaments of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, which are in the fi got 
4 God of IR ah | 
But there is ſcarcely any end of the fol- 
lies to which youth are prone. The time 
would fail to enumerate them all. And 
therefore, I ſhall but add, - Beware of the 
vice of ſabbath-breaking. It is awful to 
think, how both young and old offend in 
this. Regardleſs of him who has ſald 
Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
How many who have been brought to the 
infamous ſbobber have confeſſed, that the 
leading 
+ Tanta eft \ tire cura decoris. aw] UV. 
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leading canſe was their profanation of the 


Lord's day! God has allowed us fix days 


for our lawful employments, and claims 


but one in ſeven for himſelf; how impious 


is it then to profane the ſacred hours which | 


ſhould be devoted to his immediate ſer- 
vice 7 


In ſhort. If you would remember your 
Creator, by the grace of God, every ſin 
muſt be heartily renounced, and conſcien- 
tiouſly forſaken,F with repentance, ſhame, 
grief and humble confeſſion before the di- 
vine throne. For he that bideth his fin ſhall 
not proſper ; but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh 
| ſhall find mercy. Here, my young reader, 


make a pauſe. —Refle& on the follies of 


your paſt life. Conſider the nature, num- 


ber and heinouſneſs of your tranſgreſſions, . 


Lay down your book, retire into ſome 


Private place, fall on your knees, and with 


all your heart cry, *. "52> 


* I would refer the reader for farther directions, to 


Gauge”s Young Man's Guide. 


Þ+ Rue nocitura tenes, guamwvis, fint chara , relinque. 
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c God be merciful to me a ſinner. Lord 
convince me of the vileneſs of my heart and 


life. Grant me repentance unto ſalvation, 


or I am loſt for ever! Turn thou me, and 
T ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 
God. Lead me to Jeſus, the Saviour of 
helpleſs ſinners; grant me pardon thro” his 


blood, of all the offences of my youth. In- 
cline my heart to remember thee. Teach 


me to know thy name, fear thy majeſty, 


and truſt in thy mercy. Circumciſe my 


heart to love thee, and empower me to obey 
thy commands, from this moment to the 
end of life, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


What ſayeſt thou, my dear young friend? 
Does thy heart conſent to this? May al- 


mighty grace make thee willing. Take with 


thee theſe or the like words, and approach 
to the divine throne, ſolemnly and ſeriouſly, 


as often as you can conveniently every day, 


from this time forward. I earneſtly requeſt 
this of you, for your own ſoul's ſake. I am 
ready to beg it of you with tears, and upon 


my 
* If, ſick of folly, I reient ; he writes ; 
My name in heav'n. Dr. YOUNG. 


— 


. . 
my bended knees, if that would be of any 
weight with you. I pray you, in Chriſt's 

tead, do not delay one hour longer. Nay, 
it is, as tho. God did bgſeech you, by us. 


Come youths of ev'ry rank, attend, 
The call of your Almighty Friend ; 
In early life your God revere, | 


Before the ei days appear. 


” He did at firſt your being give, 
In him you move, in him you live; 


He bow'd to hear your infant cries, 
And now your ev'ry want ſupplies, 


Twas your Creator gave his Son, 
Jo die for c:imes that men have done; 


cis he that full ſalvation gives 
To ev'ry ſinner who believes. 


He calls yon to his ſervice now, 


Then at his feet ſubmiſſive bow; 
Your active pow'rs for God employ, 
While youth and vigor you enjoy. 


O fear his name, and truſt his grace, 


With williag mind his truth embrace; 
Let love and gratitude divine 


Thro' all your lite illuſtrious thine, 


= -: To 
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To wiſdom's counſels lend an ear, 
Vour Father's invitations hear; 

Give me thy heart, my Son, he cries, 

And to my ways dire& thine eyes. 


- Thrice happy is the pious youth, 

Who fears and loves the God of truth; 
Honour and peace his days attend, 

And glorious is his latter end. | 5 


CHAP, III. 


The time when we ſhould remember our Creater; 


NOW, in the days of Youth.*. 
ING AGRIPPA vas almoſt perſuaded 


to be a chriſtian, yet it was his miſery 
to be but almoſt. This, I fear, is the un- 
happy caſe with many to whom I now ad- 
dreſs myſelf. Men do not uſually deny 
the neceſſity of attending to the great con- 
cerns of the ſoul; but the general cry is, 
«We cannot apply ourſelves to theſe things 

now; 


Stat ſus cnique dies: breve & irrepzrablle tempus 
Omaibus ci viz, VIRG. An. x. 467. 
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now; it muſt be at ſome future period. 


Go thy way for this time, religion, at a more 


convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee.” 
But to you, O young men, do I call, 
and my voice is to the ſons of men. Re- 


member NOW your Creator. You know . 
not that you ſhall hereafter have any oppor- 
tunity to remember him, nor indeed, that 


you ſhall have any capacity. We cannot 
aſſure ourſelves either of the continuance 
of our time, or the uſe of our reaſon. A 


ſtroke of the apoplexy, or an attack of ſome 
violent fever, may at once render you in- 


capable of remembering any thing. 
It is certainly your duty to preſent the 
prime of your life, and the ſtrength of your 


age to the ſervice of God. And to do it 


_ now. Have you made ſome ſecret cove- 


nant with the grave? Have you found out 


fome new method of enſuring the continu- 
ance of your lives? Can you anſwer for days, 
weeks and months to come? No one but 
yourſelves can anſwer for one ſingle mo- 
ment. Boaſt not thyſelf of to-morrow.* . 
H 2 Where 


* Miſa ſenum ac juvenum denſantur funcra,-HOR, 
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Where is to-morrow ? In another world.“ 
But were your continuance in life ever ſo 
certain, and your capacityto remember your 
Creator ever ſo much in your own power; 
yet why ſhould you trifle any longer? Why 
ſhould you act the madman's part any lon 
ger? Why ſhould you go on to diſpleaſe 
God, and wound your own ſouls? —._ 


Did you ever know a perſon under the 
power of a death-threatening diſtemper, 
ſay within himſelf, „When my diſeaſe is, 
grown more violent, I will call for the phy- : 
ſician, when its malignity is increaſed, and 
it has taken deeper hold of my vitals 5˙5 oh 

No: men will not act thus in regard 5 
their bodies. But where the intereſts of 
the immortal ſoul are in queſtion, they act 
on this principle with deliberation. 


But why ſhould you perſiſt any longer in 
ſuch a courſe, as mult certainly be repented 


of ſooner or later ? Either you mult repent 
of it before God with brokenneſs of heart 

here, or bitterly bewail your folly in helr 
for ever. Fugit irreparabile tempus. 
- ® Young. 


( ) 


If the concerns of the ſoul ſhould be r- 
garded at all, they ſhould be regarded im- 
mediately. Futurity to us is abſolutely un- 
certain. If it is neceſſary to apply ourſelves 
to theſe concerns at all, it is neceſſary to do 
it quickly. Behold now is the accepted time. 
Youth, health and ſtrength now ſhed on 


you their happieſt influence. Remember 


zow your Creator. You are intending to 
defer it to ſome future period. The Al- 
mighty calls your attention to it now, and 
yet your cry is—bereafter. God ſhall be 
ſerved hereafter; our fouls ſhall be minded 


bereafter. But did you never reflect, that 


| purpoſes and reſolutions that refer to ſome 
future time, while you are unwilling to put 


them in practice at preſent, cannot be ſin- 
cere? For he who is reſolved to purſue his 


evil courſes but one day longer, ſhews that 


his heart is ſtill in love with ſin.“ 


Suppoſe your deareſt friend or brother 


ſhould drop into the fire or the water, would 


you content yourſelf by ſaying, I will help 


1 2 him 


Qui non eſt bodle; eras minus aptus erit. 
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5 5 
him out at ſome future time? Would ſuen 
a.cafe admit of delay? How much leſs will. 
your preſent caſe ? Your ſoul, your im- 


mortal ſoul is ſinking into the abyſs of hell, 


finking into everlaſting flames ! and will. 


you not be concerned that it may be 
ae as a brand out of the burning? 5 


Shall I adopt wes fimile, to ſet 1 
the folly of your inexcuſable negligence? 
Suppoſe a General of an army ſhould refuſe. 
to encounter the enemy, the' he has the 


moſt preſſing call to it, till his forces are 


ſpent, his ſtrength exhauſted, and his ad- 


verſaries become more powerful. Would 


not his conduct appear in an odious light? 
Would i it not be e condemned? 5 


Negteaing ſouls why will. ye ſtand 
And loiter in the road? 

Can you deſpiſe the dread command 
Of your Redeemer, God ? 


Bow to his will, his yoke receive, 
fe ia a yoke of love; 
0 His faithful promiſes believe, 
And all his goodnels prove. 3 
| 5 Come 


; „ 
Come in, ye bleſſed of the Lord, 
Why will ye longer ſtay ? 
There's plenty at your Father's board, 
And none he turns away. 


f 


/ Dwell in your Father's family, 
Vou ſhall be richly, fed ;, 
He will your every want ſupply, 
And give you children's bread. 


* he work that ſhall your hands employ, 

Shall be your pleaſure ſtill: © 
Celeſtial peace ſhall they enjoy 
Who do their Father's will. 


Bleſt with his ſmiles your ſouls ſhall thrive, 
Till rais'd above the ſky; 
In endleſs glory you ſhall live 
While ſlothful ſinners die. 


| Methinks J hear one of my young readers 
faying, © I cannot yet reconcile myſelf to 
a religious life, It would expoſe me to the | 
ridicule of my young companions. Iſhould 
make myſelf ſingular.” * | 
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Ai. What, in the name of wonder, are 

you then aſhamed of Chriſt and religion? 
Have you then courage to ſtand it out a- 
gainſt God, and not againſt your fellow- 
creatures ?* This only conſideration, Vai 
will the world ſay of me ? This only conſi- 
deration has ſerved often for an obſtacle to 
repentance! hath ſtopped the (hopeful) pe- 
nitent, and to fay all in one word, hath. 

_ plunged ſculs in perdition! Do you dread 

the ſneer of the world more than the wrath 


of God ? 


| 2 Obj. It ſeems hard to relinquiſh the 

| world juſt at our entrance upon it, I am N 
fe now in the prime and ſpring of my 
| years, diſpoſed to admire and capacitated 

| to reliſh the gaities of youth. A thouſand 
captivaring f ſolicit my purſuit. 


Anf. But will the pleaſure of nia 
theſe gay vanities countervail the loſs of 

your 

. -* Ah, M. F. que cette ſeule conſideration, que 
dira fon de moi, a ſervi ſouvent d'obſtacle a la peni- 

tence! Quelle a arrete le penitent! Et pour tout 

dire en un mot, qu'elle a plonge d'ames dans la 

perdition! Saurin, Sermon Tom. iii. pag, 65. 
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your ſoul ? Nay, is it worthy to > be com- 
pared with the preſent rewards of true 
godlineſs ? Truly no. 1t is hard, you lays 
but remember the religion of Jefus requires. 
you.to give up nothing, which is truly 
worthy the attention of an immortal ſoul. 
It requires no reſtraints but ſuch as are in 
reality for your preſent and eternal advan- 
tage. For it hath the promiſe, both of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come. 


30. But J may ſtill die happy, though. 
I do not devote my youth to God and re- 

ligion. I may repent and turn to the Al- 
e hereafter, tho' I do not now.* 


Af. Few, I believe, who have thought 
ſo, have ever ſeen the time, in which they 
promiſed themſelves they would repent. If 
you continue the enemy of God while young, 
it is much to be feared you will ever conti- 1 
nue ſo. And therefore, To-day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your heart, Heb. 
iv. 7. Its not too ſoon to ſtop a wicked 
courſe. The cry now 1s, Let the wicked | 

forſake |} 


* Amata relinquere durum oft, =VIRG., 3 
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 forſake his way, and the umrigbitous man bi, 
tbougbis, and let him return to the Lora, as 
be will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 
be will abundantly pardon him. You may be © 
ſnatched away by death before the time 
come, when you promiſe yourſelves you 
will repent. In all the book of God, tho? 
it contains a hiſtory of almoſt four thouſand 
years, we have but one inſtance of repen- 
tance near the point of death. Namely that 
of the thief on the croſs. One inſtance we 
have, that none might et 8 and but 
one that none might prefume,”* hf fs” : 


OH. 4. There are oreat numbers Ale 
me, much older than I, who ſeem to think 
it too ſoon to mind religion. 


Au. This is an awful caſe, yet will it be 
no excuſe to you. You ſay, many older: 
than you are inattentive to religion, but are 
not many younger than you in their graves? 
And who knows how ſoon you muſt eee 
Tell me, if you can, that none were ever 

known 


* Unicus miſericordiam invenit hora ultima, ne 
quis deſperit; et unicus, nequis preſumat. Auguſt. 
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know to go into the other world younger | 


than you. Or tell me, if you have any 


ground ſo to do, that your life is not a va 


us nor your A. eſh gras as theirs were.“ 


| The truth of the matter is, that few who 
have devoted their youth to the world and 
Satan, remember, ſeek, and ſerve God in 
old age. How rarely do we hear of an old 
ſinner becoming a true ſaint! It is not with- 
out reaſon that the prophet aſks, Can the 
Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Leopard his 
pots, Sc. Jer. xiii. 2 3- By a continuance 
in fin, the habits of vice are ſtrengthened. 


How happy then to have the tide of cor- 


ruption ftemmed i in early youth, leſt the 
headſtrong torrent bear us down in old age, 
to miſery and ruin! The longer ſin is che- 
riſhed the harder it will be to give it up. 
Many who have ſaid in youth, © It is too 
ſoon to part with our follies,” have cried 
out at laſt under the power of a hard heart, 
e It is now too late.“ 1 „ 


2 —— - Has death proclaim'd 
A truce, and hung his {aced lancs 0. gh ? 
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It is certainly your duty, to preſent the 
prime of your life and ſtrength of your age 
to the ſervice of God. The Lord required 
the firſt fruits to be devoted to him. The 
firſt born were to be ſanctified to him. 
The young bullocks, the young lambs, 


| &c. were to be offered in ſacrifice. This 


undoubtedly was deſigned to inſtruct us, 
not only concerning the death of Chriſt ; 


but that in general, God will be ſerved 


with the firſt and beſt. It was highly diſ- 


pleaſing to the Lord, when the Fews re- 


ſerved the beſt of the flocks for themſelves, 
and preſented to him the old, the blind, 
and the lame. Offer it to thy governor, and 


fee if be will accept it. 


Mr iteal fellow-finner, your everlaſting 
all is atſtake. Is any amuſement or any em- 
ployment in life, worthy to be purſued in 
neglect of your ſoul! If there be any thing 


of greater moment, purſue it ; if there be 

any thing more worthy your regard attend 

to it; if not, in God's name, apply your 
heart 


— 
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heart to this. Why will you run on in the 


fooliſh circle, to weary yourſelves for very 


vanity, for trifles lighter than air? Yoath 
and health, wit and beauty, and all earthly 


delights will quickly have an end. What 


are the pomps and vanities, the pleaſures 


and. honours of this preſent evil world? 


However they may be gilded to charm the 
eye, yet what are they in compariſon with 
eternal things! However they may be 
ſweetened to pleaſe the taſte, yet is their 
- tendency only to inflame, pollute, debaſe, 
and enſlave the immortal mind. Are they 


not, when laid in a juſt balance, and put 


in. competition with Chriſt and the bleflings' 


of the goſpe!, emptier than the wind, and 
lighter than a feather * Es 


And indeed, in themſelves, the vanities 
of the world are unſubſtantial and fantaſti- 


cal.“ They are gay deluſions to mock our 
eager wiſhes and expectations. Can you 
carve an 1mage out of the riſing vapour ? 


Can you ſatisfy the cravings of hunger with 


the empty ſmoke? As ſoon may you find 


I | ſubſtantial 
— Anmun pictura paſcit inan VIRG. 
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ſubſtantial. ſatisfaction in the world. To 
build your hopes for comfort here, is to 
tear an edifice on the ſliding ſand, A thou- 
ſand accidents Occux, to daſh, the e 


fabric ĩ into muigs, v7 


Andis ir ill, FD youth, your choice to 


devote your prime of life to a vain world? 


Is it ſtill your choice to live the life of an 
idiot, a madman, or ſhall I ſay, of a brute? 


To gather ſticks and ſtraws, and indulge 
the baſeſt appetites? Are you determined 


ſtill to purſue ſuch a courſe as will infalli- 
bly ſink you, if perſiſted in, under all the 
ſname and torment of a depraved mind and | 


guilty conſcience, together-with the awful 


wrath of an offended God? Will not an- 


gels in heaven, and even devils in hell, 


ſtand aſtoniſhed at your inſenſibility.? _ 


Poor giddy and unthinking youths! How 
ſhall I gain your attention? What methods 
of addreſs ſhall I adopt? You do not con- 
ſider the reaſonableneſs of the advice the 


' wiſe man here gives, nor that the neglect 


of 
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of it'expoſes you to the greateſt danger. A 


de votedneſs to ſenſual delights and youth- 


ful vanities, drowns your wedhectieh, and 
makes you forget all the obligations you 
are under, to devote your lives to the ſer- 
vice of your Maker. Your vain minds are 
diſſipated with a thouſand amuſing trifles, 


while, alas! for you, God is not in all your 
Deugb . Pf. K. | 4. How unaccountable 


is the deceitfulneſs of ſin, and its bewitch- 
ing power over the mind! Hence thoſe 
vain promiſes of repentance in old age, 
with which you 0 frequently flatter Jour 


ſelves. How great the degree, and how 
dangerous the conſequences of this ſtupi- 


dity! To ſit eaſy and unconcerned on the 
very brink of eternal ruin, under the infa- 
tuating notion, that you will bs von when 


you: are old! 


I cannot but look upon you with com- 


paſſion and concern. Alas for you poor 
thoughtleſs creatures, who are in the midſt 
of your giddy intoxication ! You have 
* ſhaken 


G0 


ſhaken off, it may be, the reſtraints of a 
pious education, and have the keeneſt ap- 
petite for ſenſual pleaſure. You are catch- 
ing at the gay bubble, which will yield you 
nothing but diſappointment. The ſmil- 
ing Delilah of ſenſual delight, with an in- 
viting tongue, deludes you into her deadly 
ſnares ; with a thouſand fair and fattering . 
promiſes. But are theſe promiſes ever 
fulfilled? Far from it. Look into your 
own heart, and ſee what fruit you have had 
in thoſe things whereof you have reaſon to 
be aſhamed. Have you not been diſap- 
pointed in the purſuit, and often graſped 
a ſhadow where you expected to have em- 
braced a ſubſtance? Nay, have you not 
ſenſibly felt, that you were but chaſing a 
phantom of happineſs, which you found 
to be vanity and vexation of ſpirit ? 


And is it for this that religion is neglect- 
ed? Is it for this that Chriſt and the goſpel 
are deſpiſed? Is it for this that the delight-, 


ful ſervice of the king of glory is diſre 
garded ? 
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garded? Hear what is ſaid, Jer. ii. 12, 13. 


Be aftoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be 
horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, ſaith the 


Lord. For my people have committed two 


evils ; they have forſaken me, the fountain of 


living waters, and hewed them out ciſterns, 


broken ciſterns which can hold no water. See 
here what it is that provokes the eternal 


God; what it is that occaſions thoſe re- 
proaches which ought to pierce your hearts; 
1t 1s. that nothingneſs, that vanity of vanities 


which you prefer to HIM. Your immortal 
ſoul, for the exchange of which the world 
itſelf would not be a ſufficient price, you 
vilely throw away“ for that which is the 


moſt low, the moſt mean, the moſt con- 


temptible, and even the moſt pernicious. It 


may well be ſaid, Be aſtoniſhed, e, &c. 


Dear youths, my heart 1s pang for you. 
I cannot give you up. Let me weep over 
you a little. O that my head were waters 
and mine eyes fountains of tears! Aſk; I 


beſeech you the dying ſinner, what he now 
5 | thinks 


* Projecere a dA” : 
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thinks of the importance of ſerious SE 


neſs.* He will preſently tell you he is now 
convinced it is the one thing needful indeed. 


And the time is coming when you will 
| ſurely think ſo too. You muſt ſooner or 

later be brought to refle& on theſe things, 
whether you will or no. You that cannot 
now bear the reſtraints of religion, how - 


will you endure to be held in everlaſting 


bonds, in the prifon of hell, where there 


is weeping, wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Can thy heart endure or thy hands be ftrong, © 


in the days that T ſhall deal with thee ? Ezek. 
XXii. 14. Were the miſery of a loſt ſoul 


only to continue for an age, a hundred or 


a thouſand years, it would be dreadful in- 
deed ; but to think of its being everlaſting 
deſtruction, it is dreadful beyond meaſure. 


Who can bear the thought.! 


O young 


* By thouſands now reſigning their laſt breath, 


And calling thee—werrt thou {o wiſe to hear! 
By guilt's laſt audit, and eternal night. 
Be wiſe, | 


Dr. YOUNG. 


Fg 


C 


O young ſinner, how will the haughti- 


neſs of your ſpirits be broken, when all 


pale and trembling, you are plunged into 
the bottomleſs abyſs, from whence there 
is no hope of eſcaping! None, none can 
reſcue you from thence. There, there 
you lie, not merely for the little ſpan of 


ten thouſand millions of ages, but FOR 


EVER. O eternity ! eternity! Millions 
of years would not be ſufficient to write 
down what is included in this word, nor a 
pile of volumes reaching to the clouds, 
ſufficient to contain it. It is with reluc- 
tance I enlarge on theſe awful ſubjects. 
Motives of another kind ought to ſuffice. 
But if you remember not your Creator 
now, ſo as to be brought to love and fear 
him, you will have a long and ſad remem- 


brance of him hereafter. Son, Remember, 


that thou in thy life time, Sc. The inſenſi- 


bility with which you now arm yourſelves, 


will neither preſerve you from death, ſe- 
cure you from judgment, nor defend you 
from the damnation of hell. 

Here 


PI OY 
74 
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So now (O doom moſt awful, yet moſt juſt !) 


( 104. ) 


Here let me ſtand and drop a tear or two, 
O'er thy unthinking heart, O youth! as once. 
The princely Saviour wept at Bethany, 
Wat'ring the grave of Lazarus his friend, 


With tears of love divine. O that my head 


Were now as waters, and my ſtreaming eyes 
As fountains pouring forth a briny flood: 
How would Fceaſeleſs mourn-o'er fellow- men, 


Loſt in a tumult of diſtracting cares, | 3 


Vain pleaſures, projects, hopes, purſuits and aims, 


With brutiſh ſtubborneſs; till heav'n's dread i ire, 
Enkindl'd whirls them to th* abyſs of hell. 
As down to earth they bend their endleſs aim; 


Contemning all the glories of the ſkies ; 


* 


Downwards they fink, far, far remote from heav'n, 
Falling from deep to deeper miſery, Fog 
From gulph to gulph in the unbottom'd lake 
Of flame fulphureous, burning without end. 


The following Verſes ſhall cloſe this Chapter. 


Unguided unexperienc'd youth 
Is ever prone to err, 

Nor knows nor loves the way of truth, 
But ruſhes on the ſnare. 
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In the dark paths of ſhameful vice, 
The thoughtleſs herds proceed, 


Far from the gates of paradiſe, FS 
And fink among the dead. oy . | 


Thrice happy he who learns betimes, a 
To ſhun the downward road, | | 
Fly from the wicked, hate their crimes, 1 7 . N 
. ES And fear the living God. ; 
Hisyouth a"nd ſtrength he gives to him, 5 
Who did them both impart; 3 
Devotes to God his early time, 
Wii ae Heart. = „„ 


Infinite dens i is his 55 
Loeſt he ſhould go aſtray; 
And boundleſs goodneſs ſhall provide, 
Supplies thro? all the way. 


Celeſtial hopes his boſom fire; 
Tue ſweeteſt proſpects riſe ; 
On wings of love and pure defire, 

He mounts towards the ſkies, 


His active mind inflam'd with zeal, 
„ Avoids the lur king ſnare ; 
His God ſhall guard his ſoul from ill. 


With unremitted care. 


Thus 


I 
4 
3 
Y 

} 
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Thus youth js found the. fitteſt time, 
| Religion to purſue 7 
Give then to God the 'flow'r and prime, N 
To whom your all is due. 
Vour ſafety, honor, 3 
All, all unite in this | 
The glorious crown of preſent pence, 
And everlaſting bliſs. 


The advantegr of early piety, or of an cath 


2 of our Creator. 


nn ſets before us B'S: ſuit-- 
ableneſs of the time of youth, for 


- the bulineſs of religion, and the great diſ-- 


advantage of neglecting it, till we are in- 
volved in the diſtreſſes of old age. It is 
ſtrange inconſiderateneſs in any one, to 
count the time of youth unſeaſonable for 
the ſervice of God. Why does the all- wife 


Creator r particularly fi Ingle o out this part of. 


aur 


- 


(107%) 
our time for himſelf, if it be not attended 
with ſome advantages for his ſervice? 


LD age is attended with many ſor- 
rows and weakneſſes. It brings with 
it many diſadvantages and impediments, to 
obſtruct our progreſs in any thing weighty 
and i important. On tlie other hand, youth 
is attended with many favourable circum- 

ſtances, which confeſſedly render it the fit- 

teſt ſeaſon for ſerving and gloriſying God. 


The members of our bodies are vi gorous 
and ſtrong; and the faculties of our ſouls 
ſprightly and active in early youth: conſe» 
quently, we are moſt capable of undertak- 
ing any great enterprize.* Young men are 
warm and reſolute in what they embrace, 
and engage in. Their memory is N 


* uin quæque dies miſeris mortalibus ævi 


Prima fugit: ſubeunt _— triſtiſgue ſenectus 
Et labor. VIRG, Geor. iii. 66, 


6 
their underſtanding bright, their fancy 
lively, and their animal ſpirits move with 
great vivacity. 


Now what pity is it, ba the motld and 
Satan ſhould - be ſerved with the beſt! 


What pity-is it but the vigor, briſkneſs 


and livelineſs of youth, ſhould be exertec 


In ftriving againſt fin, agonizing io enter in at 


the ftrait gate, wreſtling againſt principalities 


and powers, fighting the good fight of faith, 


and /aying hold on eternal life ! Is it not pity, . 
that while the ſhip is ſound, the tackle 
good, the matiners vigorous, and the wind 


fair, a voyage to the port of reſt ſhould be 
entirely neglected! Is it not pity that the 


time ſhould be waſted, the proviſion ſpent, | 
the ſeaſon let ſlip, without ever ſpreading. 
_ fail, eſpecially ſince ſuch great things are 


in proſpect ! Is it not pity, O young man, 


that you ſhould trifle on, till the veſſel is 


grown crazy and leaky, the cordage de- 


cayed, the fails ready to drop in pieces, 


the hands weakened, the proviſion almoſt 


exhauſted, and ſailing become dangerous! 
| | It 


5 2 Rox” R * > ord - » 
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It is faid i in Mal. i. 14. Curſed be the de- 
Ceiver, that hath in his flock a male, and vor 
eib and facri ificeth unto the LORD a corrupt 
thing. Now my young friends, permit me 
to aſk, Who hath the male of your flock ? 
To whom do you conſecrate the firſt-born 
of your ſtrength? To Satan? To the world? 
To your pleaſures? And do you promiſe 
to devote the corrupt thing to God? To 


offer the weak, ſickly, decrepit, enfeebled 
time of life to God? While you are forming 
ſuch a project, remember what he ſays, curſed 


be the man that doth this, He 1 is a deceiver. 


Beſides, are you aſſured 18 500 : ſhall 
live to ſee old age? Are you certain that 


your days ſhall be prolonged till to- mor- 
row's dawn? Numbers are cut off with a 


ſudden ſtroke, not having ſo much as time 


or power to pray for mercy. And what if 


ige g add to the awful number? * 
„ 8 Scr. 


* Conſiderations of this kind, are in ſeveral parts of 


this book, urged upon the young reader, in conformity 
to the divine rule, - Line upon line, line upon line; here a 


little and there a little, The truths which are of greateft 


> b > . . ,» - | 
moment, our dear Lord, in his diicourles, repeats 


again and again. Luk, xiv, 2. and xvii. 14, &. 


| 
| 
| 
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bs all there 15 Se leiſure Pe: religion ous 
exerciſes. 


HINK not therefore, with many vain 
young perſons, that religion is a 

thing out of ſeaſon for you. When it may 

be ety made to appear, that in point of 


leiſure, time, and opportunity, this is the 


fitteſt ſeaſon for it. You are not now em- 
barraſſed with a multiplicity of buſineſs, 
thoughts and projects of a temporal kind, 


which almoſt unavoidably overtake thoſe 


who are farther advanced in life. The buſy 


cares and concerns of a perplexing world, 


do not yet crowd upon you, as they do 


upon others.“ You have probably more 


time at command than you will have, if you 


are ſpared ſome years longer. If you per- 


ſevere in the neglect of religion till your 
worldly connections increaſe, you may then 


be tempted to ſay with the poor wretch in 
the goſpel, I have married a wife, and there- 


fore 


* Apta ferunt magnam tempora rebus oem. MAN T. 


4 


OD 


fore I cannot come. Luke xiv. 20. This 
was indeed no available excuſe; but it gives 
us an idea of the diſpoſition of men's minds. 
SGegnerally ſpeaking, the farther they ad- 
vance in life, and the more they extend their 
worldly connections, the more diſtant they 
are from God and heaven. Earthly ties bind 
them faſter and faſter, and their depraved 
hearts cling cloſer and cloſer to the ſoil. 


> 7 


er. in 


In youth we are moſt capable of receiving and 
> retaining inſtruction. 1 

7 OUTH is confeſſedly the age 900 dil. 

cipline; om ſhall he teach knowledge? 

and whom ſhall be make to underſtand doctrine? 

them that are weaned from the milk, and draton 

from the breaſts. Better is a wiſe child than 

an old and fooliſh king, who will no more be 


- admoniſhed. It was the remark of an ancient 


philoſopher, that, to cure a dead man, and 
teach an oldone areequally difficult. Thoſe 
who are hardened by along continued courſe 


of ſin, are often unmoved under the moſt 


K 2 awakening 


awakening diſpenſations. The paſſions are 
more tender and ſooner touched in youth. 
Jaſiah being young, his heart was tender. ; 
The bending of a young twig is much ea- 
ſier than that of an old ſtubborn oak. The 
cure of a green wound is more hopeful 
than that of an old ulcer. It is true, to 
Almighty Power, nothing is, unpoſſlible, . 
noching is difficult. But it is commonly 
obſervable that the converſion of the aged 
is a rare thing. Do we not often ſee them 
| grow more attached to the world, more f 
deeply rooted in their prejudices, more 
firmly wrapped up in their! Ignorance, and 
perhaps almoſt ne of e in- 
fruction! 8 


Theſe are your beſt days, my young 
friends! in which your animal ſpirits are 
moſt lively, and the various powers of na- 
ture in their higheſt vigour. Now is the 
time for learning, the time for acting. LL: 


w 


And as to retaining inſtruction, the 85 | 
early impreſſions are acknowledged to be 
the moſt deep and laſting. A habit of 


| thinking 
* Nui non E hadis, i cras minus ; aptus erit. TIN: 


( 113 * 


thinking and reaſoning i is ſooneſt acquired 
in youth. That nable faculty, the memory, 
is what young people are often known to 
excel in; a faculty which is apt to retain 
the impreſſions firſt made upon it, eſpeci- 
ally if they are deep and powerful.“ It 
will be happy for you, my dear young crea- 
tures, to have your memories ſeaſoned 
with the beſt things betimes. For as they 
are moſt capable now of receiving the trea- 
| ſure committed to them, ſo likens of 
preſerving and keeping the ſame. Hence 
the charge 1s, Train up a child in the way he 
ſhould go; and when be is old, be will not de- 
part from it. Prov. xxii. 6. Young T1 1— 
mothy was taught the knowledge of the 
ſcriptures, by his pious relatives, from a 


child. 2 Tim, 1 111, 16¹ 


3 © _ . SECT. 


| * Adeo in teneris conſueſcere muitum eſt !-VIRG. 
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4. FA youth we are e moſt capable of enjoying 1. | 
| 755 Pleaſures of 11 287 . 


HERE 5 no doubt but ch Esri can. 
and often does rnake his aged ſer- 


vants comfortable; yet old age in itſelf is 
| repreſented to us as a ſeaſon of miſery and. 
| ſorrows, a time made up of trouble and af- 

flictions. It brings along with i it a train of 


diſeaſes and. infirmities, which are often 


attended with. fretfulneſs, impatience and 
| difcontent. * Should you only begin to re- 
member your Creator in old age, you would 
have the bitter recollection of a long train 


of follies, to bow down your ſpirits. Little 


do you know, what youthful ſins might 


coſt you, when it might be ſaid of you, His: 


ones are full of the ſins of his youth. T he. 
Joy of late converts is abated by the 
thoughts of a long continued courſe of ſin- 


MAE. The amiable apoſtle Paul. went to 
| his 


hy See Section vii. of this Chapter. 
+ Triftis 5 


n 
his grave mourning, under a ſenſe of his- 
having perſecuted the church of God in his 
youth. How often are the years of old age 
embittered by the review of a long train of 
youthful fins, when we find it difficult. 
enough to bear up under the pains and ſor- 
rows of declining nature! The remem- 
brance of the ſins of youth was grievous to 
holy Job. Thou writeft bitter things againſt” 
me, and makeſt me to poſieſs the fins of my 
youth, We may here allude to the words 
of Barzillai to David, Can I diſcern between 
good and evil? Can thy ſervant taſte what T ñ̃ 
tat, or what I drint? Can I hear any more, 4 
the voice of ſinging | men and finging _— 4 
2 Sam. xix. 3 35. 
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11 it not plain then, that youth is the fit- 
teſt ſeaſon for enjoying the pleaſures of re- 
gion? When involved in the miſeries of 
"bh age, we ſhall ſcarcely be able to take 
delight in any thing.“ Hence the days of 

old age are called evil days. Days full of 
nes and griefs. Then our ſtrength: be- 


comes. : 4g 
* Taps wX0juevoy, Evil old age.—PIND. = 
| Typas zy . Grievous old age.— HOM. 1 
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comes labour and/orrow. Nature languiſhes. ._ 


Life is at alowebb. The keepers of the houſe 
tremble. The hands and arms are enervated; 
and thoſe that look out at the windows, the 
eyes are darkened, deſire itſelf fails, and the 
heavy hours are come, in which there is too 
much reaſon to ſfay,. © I. HAVE mw” 
PLEASURE # in them.” - - A OR 


r T. ö 


5. 15 ah wwe are _ capable of doing good, 
and of ſhewing the brighteſt _— : 


DS. 


Oo. . an example did young 
| Jgſiab give to all ſucceeding Princes, . 
and what wonders did he perform ! For in 
the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, he began to ſeek after the God 
of David his-father.* Now, mydear youths, 
you have the faireſt opportunity of exert- 
ing yourſelves for. the: good of mankind. 
You may. provoke others to an holy emu- 
lation, by the luſtre of your ſhining exam- 
| . 


* 11 Chro. xxxiy. 3. 


= ple. Influenced by the love of Jeſus, you 
will be ſolicitous for the temporal, ſpiritual : 
and eternal happineſs of thoſe about you; 


and in many inſtances, how fer- iceable 
_ Hin be in Wege it! 


| 4100 bd the beauties of holineſs 8 Mine 
"Hy you; while divine grace enabled you to 
trample on the ſnares incident to your age! 
It muſt be affecting to the young people 
about you, to ſee your humble and pious. - 
walk. Aged ſaints would be quickened by 
your fervency and zeal, and careleſs ſin- 
ners even won over from the broad to the 
narrow way, by the influence of your ex- 
ample.“ What an opportunity would you 
have of recommending religion, while in 
all its ſhining fruits, it was realized in your 
amiable remper and conduct. This would 
tend to convince a careleſs infidel race, of 
the reality of religion, more than the fineſt 
harangue upon it from the n or the 
preſs. | 1 


RO | 


In 


* Nec ſibi ſed toti genitum ſe credere mundo. 
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adorn the character. 
g genteel education, add new charms to beau- | | 

ty, and give a glowing luſtre to affluence. = 

Nay, theſe will be ſolid ornaments to dig- 


( 8 9 


In ſhort, you would be bleſſings to fo- 
Geige and as you advanced in age, your 
uſefulneſs would g more and more 
J. ²˙ 1 was fatcn 


Real piety, modeſty and benevolence, 


nify and recommend thoſe who are deſti- 


tute of the above advantages. In youth 
we are moſt capable of doing good, and of 
ing the brighteſt examples. 


= 
7 


8 E C T. VI. 


6. J. is moſt ſafe now 70 remember your 
Creator. 


TIFE is ever uncertain to all. The: 


youngeſt have no ground to boaſt of 
to-morrow:* Some die in their full ſtrength, 
being wholly at eaſe and quiet. Their 


breaſts are full of milk, and their bones 


| are 


It was a Roman proverb, Neſcis 3 ſerus veſper wehat. | 


cm) 


are metered with marrow. Yet theſe cir- 


cumſtances could neither exempt them from 


death, nor inſure to them a longer conti- 


nuance here. While one reaches a good 


old age, multitudes fall ſhort of it. Per- 
ſons of the moſt vigorous conſtitution often 
fall, even before the weakly and infirm. 


The wiſe man's advice, therefore, onght 


to be ſtrictly attended to. What/cever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. For 


man alſo knoweth not his time: as the fiſhes 
are ſuared in an evil net, and as the birds that 
are caught in the ſnare ; fo are the ons of men 
| fared i in an evil time when it falleth n 


upon them. Eccl. ix. 10õ— 12. 


Our breath is in our noſtrils, and we: 
can recolle& many circumſtances in which 


it ſeemed ready to take its flight. Ver ily, 
the partition between this world and ano- 
ther is ſo thin, that it is eaſily broken down, 


even by the flighteſt occurrences, if the 
Almighty fo ordain. There is but a ſtep 


between us and death.* © How 


* In human hearts her bolder thought can riſe, 


Than man's 5 preſumption on to-morrow's dawn? 
N YOUNG. 
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How many young perſons have you | 
known, who are already gone! Do not 
vou frequently walk over the duſt of your 
_ deceaſed ſchool-fellows and relatives, Who 
have died younger than you? And what 
aſſurance have you of life's continuance? 
Are not you tenants at will? What is your 
Health or vivacity but a glimmering taper, 5 


that expires even while it ſhines, and is 


ready to be puft out, and your 8 t00, = 


every blaſt that blows : * 


Nu cannot a be ſafe or ſecure 
for one moment, unleſs you give up your- 
ſelves to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be ſaved. 
by him, and fitted for heaven. When our 
dear Redeemer ſays, Be ye therefore ready 
alſo, for 1 in an hour when ye think not the Son 


of man ſhall come; does he exempt the 


young from this charge ? No: Itis as much 


directed to the young as the aged. Sit 
down therefore, young reader, and conſider: 


I am liable to the ſtroke of death every 


hour. And yet, if I die in an unrenewed 


| ſtate, 
* Mille vie Lethi. 


— 


0129 
ſtate, I am undone,* How awful is my con- 
dition? Turn tbou me O good Lord, and ſo ſhall 

I bæ turned. Save me, ſave me, or I periſh. 


Beſides, as it has been obſerved in ano- 
cher place, how rarely are the aged brought 
to repentance! They are often like the 
ſmith's metal upon which he has been long 
at work, hammered to greater hardneſs. 
They are hung about with thedead weights 


ol earthly care, which are as mill-ſtones 


about their necks, to hinder their aſcent 
heavenwards. None have ſo few clogs 
- about them as young people. So that if 
you were certain you ſhould live to old 
age, but how far is that from being the 
caſe! it would be extremely Japan to 
defer the thoughts of religion till then. 


The heart of ſome Hes bury'd dark and deep, 
Amidſt the diſmal wreck of earthly cares. 
Heaps pil'd on heaps preſs down the lab'ring ſoul, 
|  Groaning beneath the load; and yet averſe 
Jo be releaſed from the dreadful weight. 
Deeper and deeper ſtill the vagrant ſinks, 
Nor once aſpires to reach her native ſkies. 
7. SECT. 
*All men think all men mortal but themſelves.=YOU NG. 


(a) 
PER er. VII. 
5 7. It is * 15 Jour dirt 


rOTIVES drawn from your own in- 
| tereſt and welfare will ſurely be of 
e with you. Let it be obſerved then, 
that there is a ſatisfaction to be enjoyed in 
the ways of Chriſt, which thoſe who are 
lovers of pleaſure more than God, are 
ſtrangers to. A ſatisfaction ſuited to the 


ſtate of an immortal mind. A ſatisfaction 1 75 


arifing from a ſenſe of the divine love and 
nne A ſatisfaction which flows from 
the ſervice of our bleſſed Maſter. Every 
ſtep taken in his ways is connected with, 

and leads to pleaſantneſs and peace. The 
intercourſe of the humble ſoul with the 
Almighty, i in ſpiritual meditation, and the 
communion maintained with him by ſolemn 
prayer, are ſources of ſolid and ſubſtantial 

pleaſure; and are as far ſuperior to the 
carnal delights of the world, as the light 
of the meridian fun excels the olimmerings 


. 
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of a glow- worm, or the crackling blaze of 


_-tborns or brambles. Be aſſured, my dear 


young friends, that if you are experimen- 
tally acquainted with the dear Redeemer, 
he will make his ways fo pleaſant to you, 
that you will have no need to debaſe youf- 
ſelves to purſue the pernicious delights of 
the profane, nor meanly to beg for plea- 
fure at the devil's door. The thoughts 


of the precious love of Chriſt, of pardon, 5 


peace with God, of the great and preci- 
ous promiſes, and of everlaſting bliſs in 
the bright world of glory above, ſhall be 
to you unfailing ſprings of he moſt re- 


5 e 


True religion diffuſes divine peace and 


tranquility through the ſoul. What felicity 
can that man enjoy who dreads, as Dr. Young 
if peaks, /o meet his naked heart alone, and 


dares not be one moment by himſelf He 


who has need of continual diſſipation, to 
conceal the view of his real eſtate.— He 
who cannot look on the paſt without re- 


morſe, the preſent without confuſion, or 


1.2 the 


8 
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me future without deſpair! What ſatisfac- 


tion can that man have, who carries in 


huimſelf a witneſs of his evil deeds on which 


he cannot impoſe ſilence; a man who feels 
already the undying worm begin to prey 
upon his vitals; one who ſees in the midſt 
of his carnal mirth, the writing of a mans 
hand, which his eyes are not able to read, : 


but of which his conſcience, at the ſame | - 
time, is ſo faithful an interpreter y £5 


— 


Trubpicry not only frees us Hom theſe 


' torments ; but it diffuſes joy through the 


whole life of him who poſſeſſes 1 it. Viſdom K 
ways are pleaſantneſs. Pleaſure, true plea- 
ſure is confined to her ways, and not to be 


found any where elſe. This pleaſure ariſeth 


not from a foreign cauſe, The good, man is 


ſatisfied from bimſelf from the treaſures of 
religion of which he is poſſeſſed. The ſatis- 


Doe i ariſeth from the intrinfic goodneſs | 
9 e 


* Already i is bars the kt aſſize; 
Who conſcience ſent, her ſentence will ſupport, 


And God above aſſert that God in man. 
Y OU N G. 
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of the portion ſuch a one is heiten to, ao 
partakes of. The tranſporting knowledge 
of God, the happy views of his reconciled 
face, the unutterable ſatisfaction of loving 
him, and being beloved by him, the pri- 
vilege of rejoicing with the felicity of bis cho- 
ſen, are what may truly be termed, joys 
_ which e intermeddlz not wW ith. 


5 up it be farther obſerved ; ; the felicity 
of which we ſpeak is not ſenſual, but rati- 
onal and ſpiritual. It is not the pleaſure of 
the meer animal life, which ariſes from the 
gratification of the ſenſes and appetites of 


the body. As to pleaſures of this kind, the 


brute creatures poſſeſs them as well as we, 


and perhaps in a larger meaſure, as the 


ſenſes of ſome of them are more exquiſtte, 


But the happineſs of which we ſpeak, is 


adapted to the nature, and ſuited to the 


dignity of an immortal ſoul ; a happineſs 
adequate to its moſt exalted affections, Oh! 


the wretched happineſs of ſinners that hath 


the curſe of God upon it for ever! It is 


5 rightly called The mirth of fools, and com- 


+ pe 


; 
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pared to the crackling of nn under a 
pot.“ Theſe make a mighty blaze and a 
roaring noiſe for a little while ; but ſoon 


* 


end in ſoot and aſhes, The end of carnal 
mirth is beavine 7A | | 


But the pleaſures of true religion = 
abide with you in youth, manhood, and 
the decline of life. A command is laid 


upon good men to roice evermore. & This 
is realized in the cafe of the apoſtle Paul, 
and others. + Thanks be to God, who al- 


ways -cauſeth'us to triumph in Chriſt. The 
joy which our bleſſed Redeemer N na 
man fakef away. * | Rk - 


Now, 8 draws every one, q ſays the 


poet. And could you be perſuaded, my 


dear youths, that true pleaſure is on the ſide 
of religion, you would think well of it. Be 
aſſured it is ſo, without the leaſt. heſitati- 
on. RY; indeed, look upon religion as 
A gloomy, 

8 1 Theſ. v. 16. 
4 Joh. xvi. 22. 
<q Sua ne trahit voluptas. 


2 Ecel. vii. 6. + 2 Cor. i ii. 14. 


* 
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© Sm wur, melancholy thing. To be 
religious, is, in their opinion, to ſpend our 
days in grief, and our years in ſighing.— 
But religion and melancholy are quite dif- 

ferent things. I hope my young readers 
will not judge of the former by the ill opi- 
nion that others have of it, or the ill name 
they give it. Many ſpeak evil of what 
they undenſtum not. Some, indeed, of the 
avowed enemies of religion, have been 
conſtrained to acknowledge, That they 
who have the perſuaſions and attend to the 
concerns of chriſtianity, and who are in 
fluenced by the hope of endleſs felicity, 
are the happieſt men in the world.“ $ Re- 
ligion triumphs over all its enemies, and 
obliges them to acknowledge its ſuperio- 
rity. Their rock is not as our rock, our ene- 
mies themſelves being judges. t 


The infpired penmen ſeem to delight in 
ng wr che bleſfednefs of che man that 
feareth 


® 2 Pet, ii. 12. § Bp. Burnet's life of Rochefter, p. 68. 


—— 2 — 
— 
— — 
FW wes . — 
* 
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* 


ſeareth the Lord, and delighteth e in 


"I 


his commands.“ They aſſure us, that ſe- 


riouſly to attend to the things and ways of 


Goc, is the only way to be happy both in 
this world and that to come. That Gadli- 


meſs is profitable to all things, having the pro- 


miſe of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come. That our heavenly Father is the 


God of all comfort, our dear Immanuel the | 
Conſolation. of Hael, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Comforter. of his people. They repre- 


ſent the goſpel as the moſt comfortable re- 


port imaginable; as glad-tidings and the 


joyful ſound. They hold forth the true 


chriſtian, as living on a God all-ſufficient, 
while others are feeding on aſhes, and dot- 
ing on idle vanities. They deſcribe the 
believer as rejoicing in God his Saviour, 
and ſaying, The Lord is the portion of my 


inberitance and of my cup: the lines are fallen 


unto me in pleaſant places, I have a goodly he- 
ritage. Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon earth I dg ef Ire beſides 

OTA thee: 


..* Pf. ei. . 


reg * 
thee. My kneel is mine and I am bis, Sc. 
80 that they who take up their reſt in God, 
as their chief good, will find him, even in 
this world, their exredingy Joy." 


— 


And the pack of religion is not only 
pleaſant now, but it leads to the paradiſe 
of God; where, my dear young friends, 
you ſhall be ſatisfied with the inconceiv- 
able delights of being admitted into the 


immediate preſence of the great Judge of 
all; where you ſhall behold the brighteft 


manifeſtations of his divine perfections, be 
conformed to his lovely, his glorious image, 
and abide for ever with him, for ever near 
him. This, Sirs, is the feliciry inſeparably 
connected with true piety; a felicity truly 
worthy the purſuit of an immortal mind, 
enlarged as its faculties, and laſting in its 
own exiſtence. A felicity ſweeter than life, 
and tr onger than death itſelf, 


b c 0 thou 


* Sweet peace, and heav'nly hope, „„ joy, 
Divinely den on his exalted ſoul. 
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Oo thou celeſtial-born ! dear child of grace 
The purchaſe of redeeming blood, the heir | 
Of bliſs immortal, look beyond the ſtars, +; 
l Up to thy native home direct thine eyes; 5 
While realizing faith and ſtedfaſt hope 
Give thee rich foretaſtes of the joys above. | 
Lo! Jeſus waits to place th? immortal crown 
Upon thy. temples ; angels ſhall applaud 
Thy conqueſt o'er the pow'rs of fin and hell, 
Then all your toils ſhall ceafe, your bliſs begin, 
And joy and triumph crown the happy day. 
Vou ſhall poſſeſs immenſity of bliſ s,, ñ 
Unbounded as the wiſhes of the ſoul, 1 25 
And laſting as its own immortal age! 


: g p i 
x, 
: 


I ſhall cloſe this point, wich the follow- 
ing lines, affectionately addrefled. 1 to <p 
young readers. #3 


Corda, 3 EPS, incline your ear 
To what the muſe ſhall ſay, 
No harſh commands, or rules ſevere, 


' Attend her humble lay. 


Her looks, her accents all are love, 

bhe points you to the ſkies; 

That you ſubſtantial blifs may prove, 
* be divinely wiſe. 


Avoiding 


: „ 0 ; 131 Ee 2 1 5 
Avoiding vice, and all exceſs, 3 
Which health and eaſe deſtroy, 


The ſoul's tranquillity and e | 
| . Iweetly ſhall enjoy. 


Thoſe head- REGED ons which create 
A tumult in the ſoul,“ 
Religion ſhall their rage abate, 
And N them ee 


2 — 
— 


Vour noble#f x pow'rs heats may find 
1 The moſt divine employ, 
| Adapted to enrich the mind, 
And yield refined joy. 


- Religion's path enamel'd ſhines | 
| | With moſt delightful flowers; 
5 Happy the youth whom grace inclines, 
Too tread the ſacred bowers. 


Here lilies bloom with ſpotleſs hue, 3 
And all the path adom; _ . 
The roſe emits its odors too, | | 

Though not withoat its thorn. 


Melodious 


— 


8 Juvenile vitium eft regere non a poſſe impetum. 855 
| 1255 „ Be Fa SENECA, 


EET 
MNlelodious fans attract the ear, 
The birds their notes employ z 


The turtle's cooing voice you hear | 
To ſooth the heart to joy. „„ 


The nobleſt proſpects charm the ſight; 
Toon view with pleaſing ſmiles, 

The rills of bliſs, the fields of light, 
The ſweet celeſtial hills. 


The man that walks this ſacred road, 

| Joyful at length ſhall riſe, : 
Up to the paradiſe of God, JE 
| Beyond the ſhining ſkies. n 


S BC T. va. 
8. To devote your _ to 0 is = 
_ honourable, 


HE honour that . from God 
truly deſerves the name. It depends 


not on a puff of human breath, either to 
give or deſtroy it. It is an honour, the 

Higheſt our rational nature is capable of. 
The very height of human glory is as far 
beneath it, as earth is diſtant. from the 
third heaven, Is 


i 4 


to) 


1 not the employment of attending on 
—_— eſteemed much more honourable 
chan the drudgery of a ſlave? How great 
is the honour of being ſervants to the moſt 
high God! What is the employment, or 
the honour of the greateſt Prince on eartn, 
in compariſon with this? Thoſe that ho- 8 
nour God he will honour.* : 


f 


© The's great JEHOVAN is a porrion ade. 1 
| fas 1 blefüngs of his grace ve: Wa - 
ſeſſor, at once both rich and honourable. 
What dignity like that of being ſons and 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt! - 
Remember, my dear young friends, you 
become Kings and Prieſts unto God, the 
firſt moment you become true converts. If 
earthly monarchs knew the vanity of their 
| royalty, in compariſon with this, how 
gladly would they give it all up, for one 
evidence of intereſt in the honour that 
cometh from God! If you devote your 
Youth t to the Alnyghty, the Lord God of 

- „ Iſracl 
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m PO God, and ip his all 
3 2Cor. vi. 16. and 1 Cor. | 
Ati. 21. This is God's own word, and as 
large a one as infinite bounty can expreſs. 

Nothing can exceed it. He chat fears and 
ſerves the Lord from his youth, will, like 
=  _Zabez, be more honourable than all his bre- 
W  thren here, and hereafter he will be num 
bered with the ee of heaven, and be 
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Aly thoſe whom God has put moſt ho- 
nour upon, and made the maſt ſhining or- 
naments in his church below, have feared | 
the Lord in their youth. Theroyal Pſalmiſt 
Kems to intimate, that the life of religion 
will make our. ſons as plants grown up inthtir 
90uth, and the ornaments of chriſtianity will 
85 make our daughters as corner flones, Poliſbed 
like the ſimilitude Ha palace. Pal. exliv. 43. 
At lleaſt, he prays that they maybe ſo; and 
in this. prayer, every pious parent will j join; 
which thought may lead my young reader 
to reflect as follows, 1 in Plain verſe. 


| Td 

1 Chron. iv. 9. 10. Flato calls a wicked man, 
Ts kart. vile dung Ds and 4 od man, Us moſt 
ſact gd tc ple. ——B ; K 
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1 have I relatives wha pray, : 
For my poor ſoul from day to 2 
Then make me know thy gracious with. 


43 a4 


ua e me to ht 88 it ” 1 88 1 


N 1 T; A Fwy in 7 be.” 1 . oh 4 

And grow unto a fruitful tree; 3 5 
In ſome god ſoil, O let me ſtand, 1 
' Andvoften feel the eee r 
= 7 | Which.rſes i 2 is FT we 
3 And be the tender plant bedew'd_ 2, 3 5 8 TH 


With Me ny wat' 1 2 oft renew CO 


& FRG „ {of aIET 
2 — 1 1 3 A #5 4 * : 


— 


Or may OTE) d et ones 
A ſtone prepar d by grace's hand z . . 
« Polina with heav'nly aitro/ſhine, n 
e holineſs * FV 


0 may 1 DT, my youthful > Wag | 

In ſetting forth my Maker's praiſe! + 
May filial love and holy . 
Ms Oy FORO t 16 201293104 By 

7 tha mall I give my parents * 
And in each ſtage of life be bleſt : 
My moming fair, my eve ſerene, 

8 n gentle death hall cloſe the ſcene. 
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9. To deviate "your . b t Gd wilt 
be moſt beneficial to yourſelves. 5 

V While you live in impenitence you 
live only to be more involved i in guilt, and 
defiled with deeper ſtains. You live only 
to treaſure up wrath againſt the' day of wrath. 
You run deeper and deeper in arrears. 


Every year and every day adding to the 
black account. But by an early converſion 


to God, much ſin is prexented.. 1 10 1 


4. You will. reap the fruits of early, piety 

in old age, if it is the will of God to afford 
you long life. It is good that a man bear 
the yoke in his youth, for he will find the 
benefit of it in advancing age, Men may 
be loſers for religion, but they never can 
be loſers by it. Nay, they ſhall moſt cer- 
tainly be gainers in the end.. The merchan- 
Aiſe of wiſdom'is better than the mercbandi be 
of filver, and the gain thereaf than fine gold. 


„ 


* His food ſaſtains him i in his final Woh 
| | NIGHT- THOUGHTS. 


* 


OU will hereby eſcape much. * : 


; 


c wp 9 735 
or there is profit, but no profit like 


the gainof true podlineſs:- The preſent in- 
comes of it are valuable, but its future en- 
joyments are infiniteliy more fo. Miſdom is 
4 tree of life to them that lay hold upon hers 
EY ſhe brings fatth fri even in old age. 


5 look over the records «a paſt experi- 


ences, and conſider the kindneſs of our 


youth, and the love of our eſpouſals; 
look on paſt temptations and conflicts, ay 


deliverances wrought out for us, will afford 


_ great ſatisfaction to one who is drawing 


DE towards the cloſe of life. | Such a one will 


YN ecount | with wonder. and joy, the great 
things God has done for his ſoul, ſaying 
3 with the Pſalmiſt, Come and hear all ye that 
fear God, and I will tell you, Sc. He is 
rich in a ſtock of gracious experiences, and 
reflects with pleaſure on the refreſhing ſea- 


ſons he has had in the means of grace, the 


wonders God has done for him, and the 
many kind tokens he has received of his 
heavenly Father's love.“ Therefore 4s 
> 3. You 
13 Hee of nd 


5 


Murr bis, « vita poſſe priori n. — MART. 


— 
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3. You will 1680 have a ls 
Feb of your ſincerity. He who is on 


brought under religious concern when fick | 


neſs attacks his frame, or old age withers 


his limbs, may have many painful doubts | 


of his ſincerity.” No wonder if we find him 
faying—< Is not this concern I have about . 
my fouF's welfare,” wholly for fear of pu- 


niſhment? Is it not becauſe 1 have im- 
paired my health and ruined my conſtitu- i 


tion, by! _ former courſe of diſobedi ence? 


75 ” + w 292 & Sar 


Do really hate theſe 680 f Geedl th 
which I formerly took pleaſure ? Do 1 for- 


ſake them from a right principle, or only 
becauſe I can purſue them no longer? I 
delight not in the ſenſualities of life; E but 


to what is this owing? Is it owing to a real 
change of heart? Have I not reaſon to 
queſtion this? I ſeem, in ſome meaſure, 
dead to the world; but is this voluntary ? 

or is it of neceſſity? Is it of choice, or only 
by conſtraint? Do not I forſake my former 


lovers becauſe they have forſaken me, and 
F can purſue chem no longer? Do I really 


„ + IRC EIOOR | 1 80 5 | delight 
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delight in pleaſing God, or am 1 Lad? afraid. 
of his wrath PT am willing to die the death 
of the righteous, but alas! I have not been 
willing to live the life of the righteous. 
It looks as if I offered theſe dregs of my 
Fr to God, only to ſerve; my own ends} * 


271 4 


- Whereas * 8 ws lived to God in his 


unte and been enabled to perſevere in the 
way of holineſs, has not ſuch: reaſon to 
queſtion his ſincerity. God has been the 


guide of his youth, and he is perſuaded 
that he will! not forſake him now whey be-is 
old and grey headed, as the Pſalmiſt n 
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Then in the hiſt'ry of my age 


San = my fs i new ; wonders ren. ; : 


= SEAT] | Repeated ev'ry year: r: 3 a0 + 


bet my days that yet remain 
5 gr them to thy care. 5 


WS 2 
1 # £ * 
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Cat me not off when ſtrength declines, 
When hoary hairs ariſe; 


3 | Ai round me let thy glory ſhine, ' 


' Whene'er thy ſervant dies. 


When men review my days, 

83 read thy love in ey ry page, 
In * line mY praiſe, ; 

Dr. WATTS. 
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1 devote your ybuth to the ways of ungodli- 


ſorrows. How will it a 


enemy of C Ol 


* oe parents \ wil be benetis ate 
1 with inexpreſlible g grief, if) you elne 


neſs. Vour impiety will wound cheir ver? 
ſouls, will-pierce. their hearts with many . 
Fect them to think, 
that you their dear loved child, are the 
d, and in the way to deſtruc - 
tion! When they read the awful threats — 
God's word, how painful muſt | it be for 
them to reflect that theſe terrors are levelled 


againſt you! Are you in health and proſpe- 
rity? they mourn to think how apt 
the gifts of providence. Are you ſick ? 


they ſhudder to think of its being unto 
death, and you dying in your ſins and being 
miſerable for ever. When you die,“ and 


they follow you to your graves, how pain- 


ful, how exceeding painful will their re- 


: fledtions be! He was cut down, I fear, to be 


caſt 


* Et quis novit quam cito? 


l Sod EA ACS 4 ee eb + 
: 9 W I . 


* 9 20 * * e * r ö n Rn 3 y — «ates ve. UP 9 * * 9 * * * 0 - has 
7 8 eng 4 - ta * * BE TS 8 3 5 5 8 OP * R Ny. n ä OY n N nn e 
5 5 t 5 « X Ag : ny 9 2 2 * 5 Sa 
2 5 4 4 f , » - : SS... « * 
p f . k . \ 


1 * . p — 


55 2 141 5 
oat into evertatiog; burnings. 1. ai not 
only parted with him for a while, but I 
fear for ever. O Abhſalom, my ſon, my fon J. 
Would God I had. died for thee,” O n, 5 
122 8 * Jar. 7 2 Sam. vill. 38. $2, 41. - 


On . __ Sd 4 805 DE jon 3 a 
lad. t ;*; he loveth wiſdom,” rejoiceth 
Bis father ibe father .of -tbe_nighteous, ſhall 
| greatly" rejoice 5 and be that begetteth a wiſe 
child ſhall have joy of bim. A. fooliſh on is a 
grief io his father, and bitterneſs to her that 
bare bim. A. fooliſh ſon is the calamity of bis 
father. But my ſon, if thy heart be wiſe, my 
beart ſhall rejoice even mine. Yea, my. reins | 
Pall rejoice when thy lips ſpeak right things. 8 
Tour parents will behold with unſpeakable 
| Pleaſure, the traces of true piety in your 
|  -Yendeyyeats- They will have much com- 
9 fort 1 in reflecting that you are likely to ſup-. | 
7 port the intereſt of religion, when they are 
4 gone. Lou owe much to your parents. 
2 Should Jen not have an affetionate regard 


: wt 
„ 
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* Prov. xxix. 3. and xxili- 24. 
Prov. xvii. 25. xix. 10. xxii. 15, 16. 


\ 


\ 


3 242 * 5 
ee POT TOMS IS to hom yon are 
under ſo many obligations? Should younẽt 
dread the thought of giving them pain, 
making their hearts bleed; being as a ſword 
in their bowels, and bringing down their 
grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave! But 
if 8 are enabled rightly to remember 
r Creator, you will be the joy of you * 
N parents, Satan wilt ren : 
of his prey, while angels zin heaven, and 

ſaints on e eee on e account. * 


hs AS 
1 


as. ; * 


*. 
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i 11. * will FA 3 pn 7 Gs 
Way his oy of | 
ot VER n moment of) your Hans i is a Fins 


DA of his goodneſs; and is ĩt not ſacri- 
lege to proſtitute the beſt of that which is 


derived from him, to liis diſhonour? The 


fam total of your time ĩs due to God. Vouth 
is the moſt Precious part of it; the firſt 


fruits; therefore it is moſt for God” s honour 


that this be given to him. The firſt fruits 
| | | 5 JT are 5 


+ 


5 15 N 14 1 1 us 5 
= 29: Nag will a man rob. Cad ? T al 
is ee 4 declare our independence 
on him. Were you allowed to refuſe your | 
Maker any flu art 905 your time, yet it would _ 
be moſt dimonourable and diſingenuous to 
with-hold the beſt. Surely i it is fit that the 
"gre eat God mould e ry ed with the beſt. 


Win; you al Wk taoffer 0 great an i BT Hi 


nity to the Lord, as to propoſe to ſerve | 
7 ur h uſts, che world and the Devil with | 
Four youth, and. only give to him the 
aregs of old age? Will you prefer the 
moſt deteſtable of 110 #lals 3 to the Lord of / 


life and ee, OH tots it 
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Socke! name is at e 7 6 our WTO 
| jection to his will, and obedience to his 
commands; conſequently they who devote - 


: . 7 


- themſelves to him in carly life, act moſt to 
His glory. | When Ade abam ſtewed kis Wil- 
Aingneſs to ſacxifice young 1; laac, at His di- 
vine command, how. acceptable Was this in 


the Sight 516 the Lord! e alen bot 
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g % 2 4 | e 
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* this li in Meſſing ＋ will le 4% thee | 


* will be no leſs pleaſing to the Almighty, 
if you are enabled to conſecrate your you * 


to him. Wi th 115 e G0 ts 198 5 
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ET none rn are e exempt 
from having a concern in the ſubject 
of this addreſs, becauſe they are not arrived 


to the full maturity of youth. If you are 


capable of knowing, and conſidering God 


as your Maker, . you certainly ought to re- 
member him, as mentioned in the text. 


' Do 


— 


Fa x : 
Do not excuſe yourſelf as too young. The 
tender buds of child-hood ſhould be de- 
voted to the Almighty, as well as the open- 
ing bloſſoms of youth. He ſometimes 


perfects his praiſe out of the mouths of 
babes and ſucklings. 5 


y 
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When the young are bid to remember 
their Creator, it intends, ſays a learned 
Expoſitor, tbe whole flour: iſbing age of ti ife ;* 
from the opening of the morning to the 
Full meridian. Auguſtine exclaims, 0 
how late did I love thee!” And the man 
after God's own heart, Remember not the 


| Mm of my youth. 


8 men and maids, old men * 
children are called upon to praiſe the Lord. 
The bleſſed God himſelf condeſcends to be 
the Inſtructor of Children, and the T'utor of 
youth; to train up a young generation for 
heaven. And will you not, dear children, 

hearken to the kind inſtructions of ſuch a 
JFF ³ĩ³ 


- 


} 


Totam ætatem florentem compleitur,—<—<MERCER, 


( 146 ) 


7 


Maſter! 2 Hear what he ſays, Came ye chil- 


dren, bearken unto me, and 1 will teach you 


the fear of the LORD.“ Will not this 


condeſcenſion melt your heart, and bring 


you to cry, on your bended knees, cc Lord 


pity me, a poor fooliſh child, and teach 


me to fear and love thee 5 


Remember the precious Messer died 


for young children as well as old men. He 
took up young children in his arms, put! his 


hands on them and bleſſed them, Mat. xix. 


14. His compaſſions to young children 


are ſtill the ſame. Many children and : 


youths are already gone to heaven, and do 


you not long to follow them ? You will 


find many amiable examples of pious boys 
and girls, in a little book called, Janeway's 


Token for Children, which 1 with you 8 


read with attention 15 care. 


4 Hive you not had ape calls in 
providence to leave your ſinful ways, by 
ſickneſs, the death of your relations, &c. 
Have you not at ſome ſeaſons, been alarm- 

5 ed 


* pf. iv. „ 


ed in your conſciences? How: many ſerious | 

adden have been made to you in publie 
and private: 2*O do not. trifle with your 

Precious ſouls, nor loſe one momentof your | 
time; left death ſhould ſnatch you off un- 
ready. Remember however young you are, 
you are haſtening to eternity. Death has 
taken away many younger than you. 
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| As leaves in autumn from the tree, 
In cquntleſs numbers fall, 
seen of ew'ry order die, N 5 
- Aut ſhare the fate of lll. 


* 


i Th og as new leaves the tree adorn, | 
Toe occupy the place; 
80 tribes of children ſtill are born, 
To propagate the race. | 


2 The leaves in ſpring are large and fair, . | 
As thoſe which fell the laſt ; 
So we the preſent age com pare, 
With ages that are paſt. 


k Happy the child that learns in time 
His Saviour's name to love; 
He's bleſt on earth, but he ſhall ine 


Bright like a ſun above. 
oe N * 


Cw) 
Great notice is taken of young Abijab 


the ſon of wicked Jereboam, becauſe in him 
was found ſome gocd thing towards the Lord 
Cod of Jrael in ſo wicked a family.“ It is 
matter of rejoicing when good children 
come out of a good family; but it ſeems a 


greater wonder of grace, for a young per- 


| ſon to fear the Lord, who is deſcended from 

ungodly parents. Some have given clear 
evidences of grace before they have been 
eight or ten years old. Timothy and John 


wereold diſciples while they were but young 
men. Fo/iab's tender years were devoted to 
God, and Jſaac worſhipped the Lord be- 


times. And will not you be concerned to 


go and do likewiſe ?F Your life will be the 


ſweeter to you, when the morning of it is 


devoted to God. The firſt fruits ſanctify 


the harveſt, The tree which bloſſoms in 
ſpring, commonly bears fruit in autumn. 


. 


. . 1 Kings xiv. 3. 


5 The amiable Dr. Watts Divine he and Pray- 
ers for Children, are well known, and need no re- 
commendation. Iwiſſ they were. more in uſe, | 
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"SECT. u. 


Fa To the Ard Sumer. 


70¹ 'R tai full of the ans of your 
1 ae Lou have wearied the long- 
fuffering God with your iniquities. You 
have, perhaps, ſpent your days in vanity 
and ſin, in rioting and drunkenneſs, cham- 
bering and wantonneſs. How awful is 
your condition!“ Few of thoſe who have 
reached an advanced age, have become 
ſenſible of their caſe and danger, after a 
life ſpent in ſin. The bonds of iniquity 
bave held them faſter and faſter, till they 
Rave ſunk down to the bottomleſs pit, with 
All their load of fins upon them. I fear for 
L delt c mould _ 1 5 caſe. hh 


* HED Old 


wo Ra 9 * 
* 3 4 0 
* 


* Your ſun's dug Cady is coming, the 
ene of the evening are ſtretched out upon you; 
| 87 have one foot i 1n the grave, and the other in hell. 
tis time now to make a' ſtand, The Lord at laſt 
give: Na an eye to 150 and an heart to confider, © 
| ach FLAVE L. 


10 


Old ſinners are full of prejudices and 
felf-conceit. The longer they live, the faſter 
they cling to the ſoil. The calls and threat- 
nings of the Almighty are grown familiar 
to them. They become like the beaten 


anvil, unmoved under repeated ſtrokes. 


But conſider, O grey- headed ſinner, what 
is ſaid, Prov. xxix. 1. He that being often 
reproved, bardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be 


deftroyed, and that without remedy. O how 


: much ſervice have you done Satan, your 
old maſter ! How long is the black roll 


* your n crimes! | 


Your evil days are come, and the years 
are already begun, in which you fay,. «4 
haye no pleaſure.” Your ſtrength, perhaps, 
is ſo l that the graſsbopper | is a 


burden ;* and by a long continuance in ſin, 


you are advanced to a Hick degree of hard- 
neſs and ſtupidity; yet none of theſe things 
will be an available plea for you to neglect 
the great concerns of your immortal ſouls, 


at this late hour. O conſider your ſad ſtate, 
and dreadful ok that beings ſenſible of 
| both, 


v. Tempe ä et nos mutamur in ilis—OVID, . 
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Toth, you may Ay to Jefas Chriſt for fake 
nes: | 


0. that you might betake yourldlyes to 
him who. is mighty to ſave both the aged 
and the young, leſt your hoary heads be 
brought down to the grave in wrath, and 
zou fink under the awful curſe of the Al- 
mighty, aggravated by the guilt of every 
year and every. day of your lives ! Thanks 
to Almighty love, it is not yet too late to 
cry for mercy. But delays are dangerous, 
and in no caſe more ſo than yours. How 
Rappy for you, if in your advanced age, 
you become babes in Chriſt. As miracles 
of grace may . be ſnatched as brands 
from the burning 


SECT. u. 
DT the Ae Chriſtian. 


ToNOURED babes I revere your 
character. You are found in the way 
of "righteouſneſs, and your hoary head is a 
crown of glory to —_ Bleſs God for his 
F diſtinguiſhing. 
2 Heu 1 heu priſca ſides.— VRG. 
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diſtinguiſhing mercy. He was the Guide 
of your youth, and he is now the ſtrength. 
of your age. Hear what he ſays, Iſai. xlvi. 
4. Even to Your old age Tam be; and Foen 
7 hoary hairs will T carry you ; ; "PF have made 
| and will bear ; even I will carry, and will 
deliver you. Permit me to remind you, that 
much is expected from you. May you fill 
bear an honourable teſtimony for God, 

bring forth fruit even * old ages and be fat 
and | fourifoing. | Y : | 


00 Tee the Td! of promiſe near. 1 
tall quickly paſs Jordan, and be at your 
everlaſting home. There will be an happy | 
end of the toils and vexations of your ly IVES, 


22 5 


An end of diſeaſes, pain and temptation 
for ever. And which is beſt of all, an end 
of ſin itſelf. The end of all things is at 
hand; be ye therefore ſober and watch unto- 
| prayer. May you retain your vigor, zeal 
and iteadineſs, as examples to the younge . 
Remember the love of your eſpouſals, and 
the kindneſs of your youth. Slack not 
Ware. Leave not your firſt love. So 
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| WT > 
ſhall your path ſhine more and more to the 
perfect day. And you ſhall come to your 
grave in a good old age, like as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in in bis ſeaſon. Job. v. 26. I would 

- beg leave to recommend to your peruſal, 
Mr. Orton's Sermons to the aged. And 
conclude this Section with a ſentence or 
two from that pious Authors . 

c TI is a . 3 of 4 age, 
that it delivers men from that which was 
moſt pernicious in youth. Let not your 

- Infirmities make you forget, or beunthank- 
ful for, any degrees of health and eaſe that 
are continued to you; any help and kind- 
neſs you receive from your relations and 
friends. Remember, your ſalvation is nearer 
than when you believed; and if you have been. 
active and zealous in Chriſt's ſervice, your- 
reflections are comfortable, and your hopes 
of glory lively. And this, ſurely, is ſuffi- 
cient to balance all your ſorrows. Rejoice. 

in the views of the heavenly world; where 

there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow 
wor crying; neither ſhall there be any more 
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pain : for the former things are: done away. 
In the proſpect of this, may your: tempers! 
be en calm and chearful; 008 our 


EY of Yung . Balever, 3 5 . 
0 MAN, O woman greatly beloved! 1 
congratulate you upon the happy 


FS A+ 5-3 


choice, which grace has enabled you td 


make. All the bleſſings which belong to 
the moſt advanced chriſtian, belong to you. 
You may rejoice in all the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
and look over all the: great promiſes of che 
goſpel as yours. If you have given yourſelf 


to Chriſt, and live by faith 1 in him, the beſt! 


things in both worlds are your patrimony.“ 
Such blefings, ſuch honours are conferred” 
upon you, as areenough to cauſe thepowers - 
of darkneſs to envy you, and ſaints and an- 
gels to love you. Give God the praiſe. Think 
on the obligations which lie upon you. Be 

ö concerned , 


Qui miſit filium, immiſit ſpiritum, 
Promiſit vultum ; quid tandem denegabit ? Prop. 
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concerned, by Divine Grace, to perſevere | 

in the narrow path of virtue and purity. 
Flee youthful luſts. Dread the thought of 

ing a diſcredit to your profeſſion. Set 

the Lord _—_— abr SETAE Tn COT” 


3 
4 *. 
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cis of pride. You that are' young in 
gears and in grace, are in danger of ſelf- 
- conceit: In danger of being puffed up 
with pride. Beware of this as you would 
of a quickſand, in which you would be in 
danger of being ſwallowed up. It is the 
counſel of the bleſſed Spirit, that young 
men be exhorted fo be ſober-minded. (a) 
And Solomon, under his inſpiration, hath 
told us, that pride goeth leſore deſtruktion, aud 
a haughty ſpirit before a fall. (b) Therefore 
let no man think more highly of himſelf 
than he ought to think, but let him think 
ſoberly. (e) God has often aſſured us, that 
he will reſiſt the proud, and give grace to 


the humble.“ | 


Emilie 


@) Tit ji, 6. (b) Prov. xvi. 18. (e) Rom. xii. 3. 
* Pride is the moſt dangerous of all fins : other 
temprations ATE about evil; this is converſant about 


good. © | | Bp. HALL. 
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Embrace every opportunity of glorify- 
5 ing your Divine Maſter, and of diffuſing 1 
| abroad the knowledge of his bleſſed name. J 
He has redeemed you with his own dear q 

life, and intends to make you partakers 

of his eternal kingdom. Ye are not your 
| own, ye are bought with a price; there- 2M 
fore glorify God in your bodies and . f 
which are his. . x © 
[ 
Guard your paſſions, your hearts and 
4 


eyes, and cry to God to be your keeper. 
Take ye heed, watch and pray. This is the 
gracious admonition of our adorable Jeſus. 
He well knows our frame, and fees how 
liable we are, on all occaſions, to be drawn 
aſide, by a variety of temptations. You. 
have need of double guards, dearly: b:- 
loved; for Satan would more gladly pre- 
vail againſt you than others. Look to the 
bills from whence your help cometh. _ 


/ 
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Be careful not to ſlacken your diligence 
in any of the means of grace, public 'or 
private. Beware of indulging yourſelves in 

| at, the 


157 ) 
the neglect of 1 4 meditation or prayer, 
One neglect makes way for another. Be 


fredfaſt, a1moveable, always aboundin g in 4 
work ow nn a 


Be much 1 to keep up rs Gels 
and power of godlineſs while you attend to 


the form. Be not ſatisfied with running 


the round of duties, without the enjoyment 
of Chriſt. Be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord. Beware of a decline in your love 
and zeal. Lukewarmncſs and indifferency 


in religion, are ever hiteful to God. Adull 
lifeleſs profeſſor is an object of pity. He 
is neither approved of by God nor the 

world, good nor bal men, nor can he have 

ſatisfaction in eich. r. 


5 Guard agal aſt uſeleſs controverſy andun- 
neceſſary debates. Labour after an increaſe 


| of ſpiricual knowledge, a wile and under- 


ſtanding heart; but beware of engaging in 
unedifying ſpeculations and wrangling diſ- 
putes. Deal with the ſcriptures and the 
8 of the golpel, as the food of your 
8 ſouls. 
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Souls. Be a witnefling the n 

life and ſweetneſs of them. Obſerve the 
induſtrious bee; how ſhe ee herſelf | | 

in the flowery mead, laboriouſly collecting 

the balmy ſpoil, and lading herſelf there- 

with. Go thou and do likewiſe ; ſo deal 

with the ſacred - ſcriptures. Avoid thoſe 

perſons who dat about queſtions and ftrifes of 

words, whereof cometh . envy, railings, evil  W- 
Surmiſi ngs, Sc. 1 Tim. vi. 4. 3 

Are you fingle? Prize the advantages of * | 

that ſtare. This is a precious part of life. 
| Many are the opportunities you! may now 
enjoy, which others, thro' a multiplicity ; 
of worldly concerns aredeprived of. You 
are yet exempted from that trouble in the 
fleſh almoſtinſeparable from a married ſtate. 

If duty call or inclination lead you to 
-marry, never match with a Canaanite ;* but - 
with one who is, as far as you can judge, . 


an Jraelite indeed. Surely you muſt, upon f 
the flighteſt reflection, be ſenſible of the N 
9 of joining hands with one who 1 
> | fears 3 

- 


5 „ feagrdbe amor, quid non mortalia pedo cogis 2 
VIRG. 


159. 5 
Fears not God. What comfort can you 


promiſe yourſelf with one, who'is in heart 


an enemy to what you would chiefly pur- 


ſue ?=with one from whom "”y muſ. ere 


long be erernally ſeparated? 
Strive to excel i ina condeſcending , oblig- 


ing. carriage towards all with whom you 


have ta do. It is a pleaſing ſight to behold 
a perſon ſolicitous to make all round hich 


eaſy and happy. He denies kis own na- 
tural inclinations, i in order to ſerve the de- _ 


tices or intereſts of his friends. O happy 
temper; that finds ſo much ſatisfaction in 
ſtooping to pleaſe. others for their good! 


＋ 18 is indeed a noble and god- -like diſpoſi- 
tion, to take pleaſure-1 in ſerving and oblige . 


_ logall chat are near us. Thus doing, we 
are followers of God as dear children. He 


diffuſes his. goodneſs all around. Let us 
not then dare to be rough and quarrelſome, 


ſollen and ill-natured, while we profeſs to 


be his offspring. I particularly recommend 


this to you, my dear young friends, as that 


which will be a fhining ornament in your | 
ER 
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„ 
chara ter. Let there be ſomething lovely 
in your whole temper, while you profeſs to 
be imitators of the God of love. Let all 
the mark> of kindneſs, ſweetneſs and good 
humour, appear in your countenances, flow 
from your lips, and dignify your actions. 
This will be attended with pleaſure and | 
tranquility i in your own minds, it will re. 


commend religion to others, and render Ng 


your friends and thoſe about you, eaſy ang 
happy i in their connections with vou. 8 


ne much in prayer. Whoever hath 11 
the hiſtories of the holieſt men, will find 
that they were men who gave themſelves 
unto prayer. On the other hand, declen- 
ſions in religion generally begin at the cloſet 


door. Pray, my it 25 would proſper. . 


had there i is a neceſſity of raking great f 
pains in this exerciſe. Pray earneſtly, from 
your. very heart. And offer up every groan, 
every ſigh, in the name of a precious dying 
interceding Saviour, who has ſaid, V. baiſe- 
ever ye juail aſk in my name, that will Ido ;— 
to his gracious conduct I humbly commend 


you. „ 
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Te the youth wok bas Aeclined in "I zeal. end: 


* TE levity PAT dit of as 


| = ful minds, 1s. but too manifeſt on all 
occaſions, How extravagant are their ima- 


ginations; what vain phantoms can they 
raiſe, as objects of their eager purſuit ! On 


account of this levity of temper, the golden 
hours of youth are often waſted to little 


purpoſe; and their projects, like the web 


of Penelope, are depend wove andi ra · 
el out 8 


4 e eee in many 


eircumſtances; but is no where ſo much to 


be lamented as in the great concerns of 1 re- 
ligion, when the young perſon begins in tbe 
ſpirit, and ends in the fleſh. Good reſolutions 


are often formed in young minds, and pre- 


ſently broken; and tho renewed again and 
again, they are as often trampled upon. 
The complaint may juſtly be taken up here, 
Oz O Ephraim, 
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o Epbraim, what ſoall I 40 unto thee 2. 0 
Fudab what ſhall I do unto thee ? For your 
goodneſs is as the morning cloud, and as the early 
dew it goeth away. Hoſ. vi. 4. Sometimes 
the young tree buds and bloſſoms, and there 
is ſome hopeful appearance of the fruits of 
righteouſneſs; but by and by, all ie blaſted, | 
and the promiſing appearance vaniſhes like 5 


E dream, or the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion. ; 


* 


11100 many inſtances have I adn WE 
this in the courſe of my miniſtry? Some of 


thoſe i into whoſe hands, perhaps, theſe pa- 


pers may fall, I once flattered myſelf 
would have been my joy, and crown of re- 
joicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus. But, 


dearly beloved, where are you now? Some 


of you, I fear almoſt loſt in the tumult of 


worldly cares, Some of you entangled again 
] with, and overcome by the deluding plea- 


ſures of ſin. Forſaking the aſſembly of 


God's ſaints, and frequenting the paths of 
the ungodly. Prayer is neglected, and your 


bibles lie uſeleſs by you; or if you make 


uſe of eiter, it is only 1 in dull and lifeleſs. 


!? formality, : 


. 163 * 


Benne You have left your firſt loves 
the fervor of y your zeal is gone; your ſoul is 
like a barren wilderneſs, or like the heath 
in the deſert, which knows not when good 
cometh. You have reaſon to cry out, My 
leanngſe, my Teanneſs, woe is me! O that it 
dere with me as in months paſt ! Remember, 
my dearly beloved, that your dear Lord 
and Maſter, whom you have ſo ſadly de- 
ſerted, and ſo grievouſſy diſhonoured, has 
ſomewhat againſt you. You have obſerved 
lying vanities, and forſook your own mer- 
cies. You have vexed his Holy Spirit, and 
it is to be feared, have given occaſion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. 


Let ſad as your caſe is, it is not hopeleſs. 
For lo! your compaſſionate Redeemer, 

whoſe love is everlaſting, whoſe mercy en- 
dureth for ever, Lech you to return. 
Hear him crying, Turn, O backſliding chil-. 
dren, I AM MARRIED UNTO YOU! 
Turn unto me, I will heal your back/lidings. . 
O wonderful condeſcenſion, and unexam-. 
pled g goodneſs ! It is enough, one would. 

| think, 


> * 89 


think to melt a roch. and move a beart . 
iron. And can you refuſe to attend to this. 
invitation ! Surely no. Will you ſtill ſhut 
the door of your heart againſt the King of 0 
glory, while he is knocking there, and ſay- i 
ing, Open to me, my filter, my love, my dove, 
my undefiled ; for my bead is filled with deu, 
and my locks with the drops of the night ! O 
| liſten to his melting, moving invitations !. 
And do not fit ſtill under the idle notions. 
that you can do nothing; and ſo neglect 
the means God has appointed for your re- 
covery. When David's ſoul clave to the 
duſt, he did not fold his arms together, 
and fay, © J am dead and low and muſt 
remain ſo,” No. He knew he could not 
quicken his own ſoul; but at the ſame. 
time he knew the Lord had appointed the 
means to be uſed, and therefore he lifts 
his hands, his eyes, his heatt to God in the ; 
heavens, Quicken thou me according - to thy. 
word, When the Epbefian church had left 
her firſt love, Rev. ii. 4, 5. She is called 
upon to remember from whence ſhe was al- | 
len,. repent, and do her firſt works. 
The 


_ zeal. 


« 16 4 ) 
The fame charge i is gien to you, O ye 


backſliding children, whether young or 
old. Conſider your ways. Reflect witk 


impartiality, on your ſhameful declenſions 


and revolts from your former love and 
O think ſeriouſſy how much of the 
purity, pleaſure and life of religion you 
have loſt; and be deeply humbled before 
God © on the account of your follies. Return 
to your former diligence in duty's path. 
Make haſte, and delay not to keep God's 


commandments Nil W Chriſts 
duce. e 


"pe 1 
** s 17 * 


— 


1 


3 
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Shake off ſupine inſenſibility, | 
Diſdain the mean ignoble life of worms, 
And grov'ling molgs, pent up in earthly mould, 
"rg ners in darkneſs, ſtrangers 1 to the ſkies, 
© Prefs on with eager ſpeed to reach the mark. 
And nobly aim to wear the crown of life. 
8 Thee I exhort, I ſupplicate, I charge, 
To fly from ev'ry fin; as from the face '. 
Ol deadlieſt ſerpent; dread the hated ſnare, | 
Deſtructive of thy peace, and ſource of woe. f 8 


Let purity of manners be diffus'd 
In cloudleſs luftre thro? thy future Jags 914: 
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To the Carly Tong, ane. 


8 


T May — as Ebud to Eglan, 7 12 4 me. : 

4 age from. God to thee,” Judg. iii. 22. 
Thou art ſtill determined to perſeyere in 
thy folly, and be deaf to friendly counſels 

O vain youth l. Be aſſured however, that 


* 


if grace does not awaken. thee, eternal 
vengeance will. Remember him, who in 
hell It up bis eyes, being in torments.. The 
never-dying worm will, be thy remem+ 
brancer, to what baſe purpoſes thou haſt 
| lived. How thou haſt ſerved Catan with 
thy youth and ſtrength, and been a ſnare 4 
and a trap to all about thee. You will then ol 
ſee how unſpeakable the loſs. of the ſoul-is, 
when there is not the leaſt hope left of its 
recovery. A man who has thrown away a 
jewel, as a common pebble, is nor con- 
cerned for the loſs, till he is informed i into 
the value of what he has thrown. away. 
Such, inner, will beyour caſe, When death 


awakens | 


3 167 * 


ſee the worth of the ſoul. But O that they 
might be opened now! My dear fellow- 
finner, I am unwilling to leave you in the 


2-2 


gontinue his llaye. 


hands of the Devil, and. determined to | 


i . 


.*Comnliden, 1 1 you, 2 ee + 7 


your precious ſoul. 5 The ſoul i is the man. 
Man ĩs chiefly to be viewed as an intellectual 
and immortal being. It is the ſoul we ought 


moſt to be concerned about. What Solomon 


ſays of che price of wiſdom, may, in ſome 

reſpects be applied to the ſoul. 
5 Brecious than rubies, and all the thin gs that 
can be agfit red, are not to be compared with it. 


Whatever you lay in the balance with an 


immortal ſoul, will be found altogether 
lighter: than vanity. Allthat ſeems weighty 
-and important. in the preſent life, is no- 


"thing in compariſon with this. The affairs 


of ſtates, kingdoms and empires, which 
- employ the attention, the counſels, the pens 
of the wiſeſt men in the world, what are 

they all when com pared, young ſinner, with 


th affairs of hy: ſoul! - 4 aa 


awakens you, your eyes will be — to 


- it ig more © 


« 16 25 
The worth of the ſoul may be learnt from 


the price that was paid for its redemption. 
Would the Son of God have left his Father's 


boſom, dwelt on earth in the form of a ſer- 


vant, a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief; would he have endured ſuch agonies, 


pains and ſorrows, for a matter of ſmall 


moment? How precious muſt that be in the 
light of God, which he has ranſomed at ſo 
5 dear a rate! Dear youth, conſider I beſeech 
you of what worth your ſoul is. Enter into 
the deſign of che Creator, who has form- 
ed it capable of enjoying eternal felicity, 


and into that of the Redeemer, who to 


| fave our ſouls, gave his own. When the 
world, the fleſh and the Devil tempt you, 
by a thouſand deceitful promiſes to deſtroy | 
your ſoul, ſet before you the words of Jeſus 
Chriſt, bat is a man profited, if be fhould 
gain the whole world and loſe his own ſoul, or 
what Hall a man give in exchange for his ſoul? 5 
Mat. xvi. 26. If the ſoul were once loſt, 

what would not a man be willing to give to 


redeem it ? Our Lord here ſeems to point 
_ out 


"OP OT ICY! 
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out the diſpoſition of one who is already 
ſunk into perdition. Amazed that he has 
damned and deſtroyed that ſoul at ſo vile a 
price, and aſtoniſhed at the greatneſs of its 
loſs, for the redemption of which he would 
give whatever might be named that is dear 
and valuable. But it is now too late. 
Every man muſt be convinced of the worth 
of the ſoul, ſooner or later. In the latter 
day, they poet OT ger it E 2 


| XX111. 20. 


* * 7 


Now n my 1 ads 1 moſt oath 5 
entreat you to conſider the danger you are 


in of loſing your own ſoul. Vou are expoſed 


to many ſnares. From evil example, and 
l deluding ſuggeſtions of the father of lier. 
And, becauſe of the depravity -of your na- 
ture, you are as dried tinder to the devil's 
ſparks. The ſmiling world too is a Syren, 
that charms the unwary to their ruin.“ You 
walk in the midſt of ſnares. Mortal poiſons 
are deceitfully mixed with all your dainties. 
The moſt dreadful enemies of your ſouls, 
ſometimes accoſt you in the moſt flattering 


= - > appearances. 
1 glarlum ft in rebus inane ERS. 


* 


1 179, 'D 
appearances. And thro! the corruption of. 
nature, thoſe. things are become enſnaring 


to you, which are innocent in themſelves.” 


Thoſe meats and drinks which in chera- an 
ſelves are wholeſome. and nouriſhing, are | 


very dangerous to perſons in a violent fe= 5 
ver. So it is here. Simi has kindled a vo- 


lent r in our ee frame. ee 


Nee 


The vain pleaſures af. able; ks are 


- dangerous ſnares. There's a hook under 7 


thoſe baits, a ſnake under the green graſs, 
a rock under the ſmooth {till waters. And 
eſpecially the deſperate treachery of che 7 
heart, the warmth of your paſſions,“ the 
dreadful ferment of impure thoughts, and 


the violent impulſe of criminal appetites, * 


expoſe you to the greateſt danger. On 


theſe accounts I tremble for you. Legions _ 
of devils are leſs formidable than your own 
inbred luſts and diſorderly paſſions. Ina 


word; you are on the brink of a dreadful ö 
precipice, and if you ſtill ruſh on in hard- 


neſs and impenitence, deſtruction is beſore 


you. My deſign is to point you out your 
danger, | 


* Animum rege, qui, niſi paret, 
imperat, | | HOR, 
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danger, aa you may eſcape it; — how 
can you eſcape * ye Fg foes great 4 * | 
; vation og ith i of 


"The PK, ſhall be 5 into bell, mh 
. all the nati ons that forget God. P/. ix. 9 © 
This belongs not to old ſinners only, but 
to the young. Wicked Parents, wicked 
children, wicked maſters, and wicked ſcho- 
lars. Now the threat of Nebucheduezzar' 8 
furnace made a kingdom bow to an idol, 
5 and ſhall not the threatening of a great 
God, bow thy heart to obedience | "I 


* 


| 1 beg Re will obſerve, that by perſiſting 
in ungodlineſs, you may, in all probability 
be ruined for this world, as thouſands are, 
by leydneſs, intemperance and folly. And 
very ſoon, death will reraove you to thoſe 
dwellings, of darkneſs and horror, which 
are prepared for the devil and his angels. 5 
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1 mean not to give you a gügd 
alarm. You ſee your danger in the glaſs 
of God's word. Do not charge me with 
ſeverity, or want of love to you. Happy 

| 2 5 were 


— COS 


— — AIR tre ED ne FE Rs 
J 
2 —— _ 


1 
1 
N 
N 5 
t 
? 
1 
IS 7 


— 3 
3 e 


© 2 * — 7 
wn * * * 8 
— . — 4 p/n bs P UP on dry Ce tort 9D + 


( £72 ) bs 
were it for the miniſters of Chriſt, were 
they not under ſuch a ſad neceſſity, from 
the ſtupidity of men's minds, and their : 
cloſe attachments to the pleaſures of the 


world, to dwell ſo largely on theſe awful. 
truths. But as the caſe is, we dare not do 


otherwiſe. Knowing the terrors of the Lord, 


we perſuade men. If J am importunate with 


you, O young ſinner, 1 it is becauſe I appre- = 
hend there is juſt reaſon for it. Who can 


be ſufficiently importunate and pathetic, 
where the life of immortal ſouls is at ſtake? 


Say, dear young Strephon, couldſt thou gain a 8 
And loſe, by gaining that, the deathleſs ſoul, 

What would it profit thee 2: Canſt thou believe (= j 
Earth's gilded tranſitory toys will prove ft 


=. x compenſation far ſo great a loſs ! 


A loſs no leſs than infinite ! Canſt how 

Be ſo befooPd, inchanted, ſtupify'd | 

To plunge thyſelf i in ocean's dread. abyſs, 
To catch the bubble floating on the wave! 
Poor mortals proſtitute their noble pow'rs 


To mean and low purſuits, . With eager aim, 1 
They barter jewels for the worthleſs droſs: | 


Forgetful, that the ſhort uncertain date, 


Allotted them below, is follow'd cloſe; 


With an ETERNITY of blifs or woe !. 


What 


4 $98 /) 
What bands of iniquity are thoſe that 


hold you ? What inchantment captivates 
you? What are the deluding ſcenes that 


charm an&infatuate you, to the neglect of ic 
_ everlaſting delights?“ The ſweets of fin | 


will be bitter nent in the a 2Sam. ii. 26. 


Will you purchaſe a few hours of ſenſual 


pleaſure with the everlaſting ruin of your 
fouls ?* How ſoon may the great God call 
you to his bar! How ſoon may he cut off 
the number of your years in the midft ! If 
you are ſnatched away in the prime of your 


life and the flower of your hopes, in that 


day all | your tlioughts periſh. 


Aſk D rid: in W the flames of 


kell if he did not purchaſe his pleaſures at 
a dear rate! Had you been preſent when 
 Shagrach, Maſbach, and Abednego were caſt 


into the fiery furnace, would you not have 
| been diſmayed at the ſight? Would you 
not have ſhuddered to behold the fierceneſs 
of the flames? But O young ſinner! you 
are on the brink of a fiercer furnace of fire ; 


5 ak I and 


3 0 loſt to virtue, loſt to manly thought !=YOUN G. 
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and will you not 8 for i: > Be- 


hold an eternity of miſery is before you; 


and are you not concerned for your. life, 


your everlaſting life? Can you indeed con · 


tend with an omnipotent Being: Have you 
an arm like Cod Can you eſcape his ml. 


|; 7 # a. 1 . 


| ee 23 


Do you 3 ha red: 8 5 


| glare, and the loud thunders roar? How 


will you then lift up your head in that 
great day, when the heavens ſhall paſs 


away with a great. noiſe, the elements melt 


with fervent. heat, the. earth. alſo and all z 


the works that are therein ſhall” be burnt. 
up; and the awful judge ſhall deſ- 


cend in flaming Fre, 70 take ven geance on 


them that know nat God, and obey not the 
goſpel of Chriſt! Do not ſay, e. This is aw- 
ful; but I hope it will not be ſo with me. 
I hope I ſhall not be expoſed to di vine 


15 wrath. — Will you then, by unbelief, make 


God a liar ? Is his word of no effect F 


Hath he ſaid 1 it, and ſhall he not do.it ? 
| Ha. 


9 — cx 
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Hes he ON it, and mall be not make it 
good? Believe it, ſinner : The uplifted 


-  -armof almighty vengeance is but ſuſpended- 
| a while. The dread alarm is given. be 


warning voice ſounds in thy ear; 0 that it 
might rouze thy heart! O that. it might 
nov take due effect, and bring you in deep 
humility of mind, with your whole heart 
to cry for mercy ! Jeſus alone can ſave 
you from the vorath to come ; that wrath 
which burns for ever, like a conſuming fire. 
There is complete, everlaſtin g ſafety inhim a 
andi no where elſe. > Og 


en any. of you will regard theſe hints 
or not. My heart's deſire and prayer to 
him for you is, that ye may be ſaved. You 
have once more been warned. If you are 


be merciful to you, and bring you to re- 
een chat 5 periſh n not. Adieu. | 


8 © ! quam terribilis ille magnus dies Domini, 


WT muſt Jaan you. God + only HEE: 


- determined- to deſtroy yourſelves, your 
blood will be upon your own heads. God 
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2 0 the middle - aged. 


FOUR N Addl are now gone for 


ever. So gone that they can never 


be recalled. They were, perhaps, con- 


ſumed in folly, impertinence and fin. And 


how are you ſpending your preſent time? 
Are you repeating the ſame folly in riper 
gage, with which you were chargeable-in. 
youth? Are you ſtill living without God in 
the world? Still unconcerned : 
ſouls,death and eternity! Or are you bury d 
and entombed in anxious care? Loſt in the 
inordinate purſuit of the things of this 


life? 
duſt of the earth, like the horſe-leech's. 


* 


Are you crying and panting after the 


about vaur | 


* 


daughters, give, give! Or ſaying with. 


the many, Who: will ſhew us any good! ? 

How awful is your caſe ! How dangerous. 
-your ſtate! Your youth has been ſpent in 
vanity, and your meridian. of life devoted 
entire] 7 to earthly purſuirs. The one thing- 


bh a 


a We give to time eternity's regard, 


45 


n 

ul, that which ſhould be the great con- 
cern of your lives, is entirely neglected. 
O chat ye were wiſe, that ye underſtood 

this, that ye would conſider your latter 
end! The arguments and motives-uſed to 
engage the young to attend to the con- 
cerns of their ſouls, methinks are applica- 
ble to you with double force ! Tis time; 
O 'tis high time for you to remember your 
Creator! May he graciouſly give b an 
heart to do WiwRhour: Sy E 


1 man, | fool er here 184 alt kis choughts 
| "Tas celeſtial hopes without one ſigh :- | 
8 Priſoner of earth, and pent beneath the moon, 

* Here pinions all his wiſhes ; wing d by heaven | 
| To fy. ern ee yd ns ek 37 "Ie FNOCUNEET © 08 
| 5 E CT. VII. 
To 0 the n more - cvilizad and regular | 
T Rejoice to think that theſe papers a are | 


likely to fall into the hands of ſome 


young perſons of an amiable. character ins 
8 8855 reſpects. They do not fink into 
the 
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the ſenſualities of life. They ſhun * 
groſs pollutions of the world. Intempe- 
rance, fraud, whoredom, diſobedience to 
parents, and other vibes, they abhor.— 
Their behaviour is courteous, condeſcend- 
ing and obliging. On which accounts 
they are eee ae by ho > 


| Yet, my 3 pela co you WY 

to be commended for theſe things, you are 
not to reſt in them, nor make them * 
ground of your hope and confidence. Tou 
cannot be juſtified by the works of the law. 

Rom. ii. 20. Beware that you truſt not in 


the broken reed of ſelf, inſtead of the rock - 


of ages. There may be a freedom from 
groſs and ſcandalous immoralities, there 
may be an outward decency of behaviour, 
| yet nothing of vital holineſs. No love to 
| God, or faith in Jeſus. Still you may be : 
in the way of error and darkneſs, going 5 
about to eſtabliſh your own righteouſneſs, 


not having ſubmitted to the ri e N 
of God. [s this your caſe ? I 


* 1 , 0 
{ * 79 ). 


2 OY you feriouſly, V 


works, and partly on Chriſt ! Which of 
your good decds will you bring to the croſs, 
as auxiliary to theSaviour's atonement? Has 
he not by one offering, perfected for ever 
them that are ſanctified? With what ab- 


horrence, then will your beſt ſervices, 7 


preſented with this view, be rejected by 


him? Where were the riches of grace, if” | 


your: works ſhould contribute ever ſo little 
to your ſalvation? Vit be ty grace, then'it” 
is mo more 'of works; ol er 
more Face. a Rom. xi. 6. 


F fear your decent e proceeds | 


not from a ſenſe of the love of God in 


Chriſt Jefus. 1 fear you have not felt its : 55 


conſtrainin g power, nor ever yet hated ſin as 


n. Marvel not if | fay to you, in the 
words of our dear Redeemer, ye muſt be 


born again, if you would bring forth fruit 


to God. Beware that you deceive not 
yourſelyes ; ; ſelf-deceit is deeply rooted in 
£2 our 


hat is it y N E 
ght of your everlaſting 
. . Apen f Mk is partly on your own 


1 grace is no 


W . * * 
* 
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5 
y a as Y 


. 
our hearts. „Abd if any man think himſelf 


ſomething while he is nothi 85 ebe aten 
bat _ 


To parents ; and ; tutors 7 22 # 


NINCE it is foi in partaut for young per- 5 
ſons to give themſelves to God be- 
times, it may ſeem neceſſary that I ſhould 
drop a word of advice to parents and guar- 
dians, in reference to the proper education 
. of children.—Labour toconvincethoſe who 
are under the influence of your advice or 
| example, of the great importance of nel. 
gion, and eſpecially of early piety.* O tis 
a weighty charge, to be entruſted, not only 
with the bodies, but in ſome ſort, with 
the ſouls of children ! The great Judge of 
all will require a ſtrict account, of the pre- 
cious treaſure com: nitted to your hands, O 
ye parents and guardians of yout!l! 


| | : as 5 ö 1. 
15 Hie RY hoc opus 975 4 "Rue it is to Ta lamented, 
that due care is not taken, and: praper endeavours uled 


in our ſchools, as wall as in EN families, with this 
view. 


en 


It is exceedingly e to nip the vices | 
of children in the bud, and thro” tlie power 
and grace of God, to engage them to obe 
dience betimes. The prophet Jaiab g gives 

uſeful rules, both reſpecting the time and , 
manner of inſtructing children. We muſt 
begin our attempts to teach thoſe know 
ledge, and make them to underſtand” doe- 
trine, who are weaned from the milk and drawn 
from the breaſts. Our efforts muſt be renewed | 
with unwearied aſſiduity, as well as tender- x 
neſs and affection. There muſt be line upon * 
line, line upon line; precept upon precept, Pre- 
cept upon precept; here a little and there a+ 
little, In which words, the very ſound i 39” 
an echo to the ſenſe; and the propher gives 
us 4 ſpecimens of chat condeſcenſion and 
firiplicity, which ſhould clothe all we ſay# 
and a, by NAY of inſtruction to children. 


a The beſt ele of oarexcy] affetion, is 
not a ſofteffeminate indulgence, or gratify- 
ing every capricious humour of children:* 
nor even the neceſſary care for their tem- 


* Blanda patrum —. melt indulgentia natos. 


—— 


ye parents and guardians of youth! 
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our. hearts. 


ſomething while he i way * ,. 


himſelf. e 
505 0 parents ; and 1 tutors ” funden, 


NINCE; it is ſo i important for young Pay Y 
| ſons to give themſclves to God be- 
times, it may ſeem neceſſary that I ſhould 


drop a word of advice to parents and guar-. ?; 


dians, in reference to the proper education 


| of children. — Labour to convince thoſe Who 


are under the influence of your advice or 


example, of the great importance of l. 


gion, and eſpecially of early piety.* O tis 
a weighty charge, to be entruſted, not only 
with the bodies, but in ſome ſort, with 
the ſouls of children The great Judge of 
all will require a ſtrict account, of the pre- 
cious treaſure committed to your _ ® ay 


* * 
5 1 
8 | 


| „%% DIEGO Ea 12 It 
og Hic labor, hoc oþus of 1 n it is to bo lamented, 
that due care is not taken, and praper endeavours uled 


in our ſchools, as well: as in . families, with this 
view, | | 


( ur 0 
It isexceedingly neceſſary to nip p the vices 
of children in the bud, and thro” the power 


and grace of God, to engage them to obe 
dience betimes. The prophet [arab gives 


uſeful rules, beth reſpecting the time and 
manner of inſtructing children. We wat" 


begin our attempts to teach thoſe know-. 
ledge, and make them to underſtand” doe- 
trine, who are weaned from the milk and drmm 
From thebreaſts. Our efforts muſt be renewed 


with unwearied afſiduity, as well as tender- l 
neſs and affection. There muſt be line upon 


line, line upon line; precept upon precept, pre- 


cept upon precept; here a little and there a+ 


little, In which words, the very ſound i 1s 
an echo to the ſenſe; and the prophet gives 
us a ſpecimens of chat condeſcenſion and 


ſimplicity, which ſhould clothe all we ſay# 


and oO, by ls of inſtruction to e 


The beſt 1 15 1 par reac ation, is 
not a ſofteffeminate indulgence, or gratify- 
ing every capricious humour of children * 
nor even the neceſſary care for their tem- 


Q be poral 


* Blanda patrum ſegnes facit indulgentia natos. 


. r 


poral ſubſiſtence ; but a unn 8 
ate endeavour to improve their underſtan 


| ings, * and lead them into the truth ; and . 
ſo to train them up in the way in which they D 


Id go, that when . are old. "IMP mA. 


ee e . FF 


48 care ſhould be 1 ro init 
children and youths in the principles of re- 


ligion. Whoever begins not here, does but 


build a houſe upon the ſand. Do not neg- 
lect this, under pretence that it will only 
make them bigots, formaliſts or Phariſees. 
This plea is as abſurd as it is irreligious; 

as tho” a huſbandman ſhould neglect to ſow, 
his field with good ſeed, leſt fome weeds ; 


- 


fhould grow up amongſt it. , He therefore | 


deaves it deſtitute of cultivation, to grow 
wild like the field of the ſlothful, and the 
vineyard of the man void of underſtanding 

e Next 


* 1 eſt naturel d'aimer I avoir ſes Enfans Jens lex | 


poſtes les plus Eeminents. Si ce defir eſt innocent, i 
doit vous engager à Elever vos Enfans dune maniere 


ſortable a la deſtination que vous en faites. Cultivez 


leur raiſon. Regardez comme la ſcience la plus neceſs- 
aire, celle qui forme le Jugement, & qui peut rendre 
Pefprit julte, &c. SAURIN. 


- 
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"Next to our concern for our own ne 
could be a regard for the ſpiritual welfare 
| and ſalvation of « our children x” that Chriſt 
may be formed in them; that they may be 
the adopted children of God, the ſons 58 
daughters of che Lord Almighty. 
. that no means in our power may N 
left untried, the knowledge we have of the 
things. of God we ſhould be ready to 
communicate to them; we ſhould often 
ſeriouſly, affectionately and tenderly reaſon 
with them; put the facred ſcriptures into 
their hands, engage them to a diligent at- 
tendance on the means of grace, urge them | 
and teach them to pray, often pray with | 
them, and endeavour to impreſs their ; 
minds, with a deep ſenſe of the excellency 
and importance of the things of God. A 
child left to himſelf brings even his mother to 
ſbame. Pro. xxiv. 15. It is juſt with God, 
to ſuffer thoſe children to be a dreadful 
ſcourge to us, whom we have not been 
careful to bring under due diſcipline. 
| 22 Pöooliſhneſs 


* Tri is tobe feared, ſome parents take more care of 
their children's cloaths than they do of their ſouls. - 
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Fooliſnneſs i is bound up in the heart of a 
5 child, but the rod of correction ſhall drive 
WS far from him, - Let the indulgent, tlie 

negligent parent remember, how the vials. 


| of divine diſpleaſure were poured out upon 
El and his houſe, becauſe his ons made them- 


ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not. 1 Sam. 


a $170 13. Thouſands,atas/are e equally criminal. 


The education WY children in W 
knowledge, good behaviour, and the feer 
05 God, is a point of very en conſe- 
; quence ; 5 not only to them as individuals; 
but to the world in general; to all ſocieties 
of men; to the intereſt of religion; and 
to the preſent and future — of 
thouſands all around. n e 


ahh Tis education. forms the youthful mind; * 


F. or as che twig is bent, the tree's inelind 
Ro | | POPE. 


But to Ae © to a cloſe. Should not de 
3 of the bleſſed goſpel, lay out them- 
ſelves both in public and private, for the 


good of the riſing generation? By fre- 


| quently n them from the pulpit, 
with 


5 „ 


with ſeriouſneſs, tenderneſs and affection, as 


Auguſtine of old, with an Ad vos Juvenes, 


Young people, this is for you : and by ca- 


techiſing, warning and admoniſhing them in 
private: Taking as much pains to make 


converts as ſome do to make proſelytes ; that 
our families and churches may be filled and 


beautified, with many young meditating 
Jaacs; young praying Jacobs; young Solo- 
mons ſeeking wiſdom ; young Obadias fear- 
ing the Lord; young Timothys knowing the 
ſcriptures ; young Johns leaning on the 


Saviour's boſom ; and even with young 
children, crying Heſanna. The good Lord 


grant it for his infinite mercy's ſake. So 
| ſhall our ſons-be as plants grown up in their 
youth, and our daughters as corner ſtones, 

poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. 
May the riſing generation be a ſeed to ſerve 
God; and may he graciouſly ſet his ſeal to 
the humble attempt here made, with a view 


to promote that important end: that the 


feeble glimmerings of an expiring taper, 


may be the happy means of guiding ſome 


wandering youth to Jeſus ! Amen and 
Amen 1+” - © Q 73 | 
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We plant and water all in vain _ 
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So may this feeble effort prove . 
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CONCLUSION. 


' OW, mighty God, thine arm reveal 
Thy faving grace impart ; 
Theſe counſels and inſtructions ſeal. 


To ev'ry reader's heart. 1 


Unleſs thou doſt afford. 


The former and the latter rain, 


Accordins to thy world. 


| Succeſs 38 on thee 3 1 3 
JT 0o thee the praiſe was due, Eh; 


. 


When David with his ſling and as 


"The honghty: e ſlew. 


The barley- cake Oerturns the camp 
Of thy rebellious foes ; 

An'earther por or lighted lamp 
Whole armies overthrows. 


Succeſsful thro” thy grace, 


| To turn abandon'd youths to love 


Thx name, and ſeek thy face. 
Es ——u— Their 


— 


Fheir minds inform, their hearts engage 
And win them to obey, 

As they the unadorned page 
Attentively ſurvex. 


— 4 — 


Wirk det my God; I leave the whole... 


Nov let thy mercy ſhine; 
If I may gain one precious ſoul 
_ The glory mall bene. 


Speak thinwbe all- Woh l word, 
Thy quickning Spirit give; 


Thy voice alone, Almighty Lord, 


Can make 20 dead to live. 


* 


With eee th 
The goſpel ſeed is ſowns, — + 


And while it's ſcattered o'er the land- 
© fend th dloſing donn. F 


* 
* 
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0 le fs Ber fruit appear, 
Io thy eternal praiſe ; 
This ſhall thy drooping ſervantcheer | 


Thro' his remaining days. 
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